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ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 
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for  the  year 
1970 


Divisional  Health  Office, 

Coleford,  Glos.  GL16  8HF. 

Telephone  :  Coleford  3364/5 
Residence  :  St.  Brivaels  284 


To  the  Chairmen  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Councils  of  the  West 
Gloucestershire  United  District. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1970. 
This  Report  is  a  Statutory  requirement  of  the  Public  Health  Officers 
Regulations,  1959,  and  I  include  reports  from  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors,  Surveyors  and  Housing  Officers,  which  make  the  Report 
more  complete. 

The  Vital  Statistics  are  based  on  the  figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar 
General.  The  table  of  causes  of  death  includes  the  codes  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Classification  ;  omission  of  a  code  denotes  that  there  were  no 
deaths  from  this  cause. 

The  health  of  the  Area  was  similar  to  that  of  Southern  England  as  a 
whole.  The  pattern  of  causes  of  death  follows  that  of  the  Country. 

The  Report  marks  the  improvement  in  housing  both  by  the  building 
of  new  houses  and  the  improvement  of  old  ones  ;  Slum  Clearance 
usually  amounts  to  old  properties  being  brought  up  to  a  modern 
standard.  It  shows  the  progress  towards  the  completion  of  sewering  of 
all  parts  of  the  Area  than  can  possibly  be  sewered. 

I  am  especially  grateful  to  those  Officers  who,  in  spite  of  difficulties, 
let  me  have  their  contributions  early  and,  indeed,  all  but  two  were  in 
by  the  end  of  the  second  week  in  May.  The  time  of  publication  is, 
however,  dictated  by  the  lateness  of  the  last  contribution  to  be  received. 

I  am  grateful  to  you,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  for  your  co-operation 
and  understanding.  I  thank  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  for  their 
co-operation  during  the  year.  I  have  also  to  thank  the  Printers  for  their 
care  and  my  Clerk,  Miss  Eleanor  M.  H.  Hughes  for  her  careful  work 
in  assisting  me  to  compile  this  Report  and  for  her  accurate  work 
throughout  the  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

A.  T.  Hunt. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Birth  and  Death  Rates 

Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate 

England  and  Wales  . 

16.0 

11.7 

Gloucestershire  . 

16.0 

10.6 

Combined  Forest  Area 

16.6(17.8) 

11.9  (11.9) 

East  Dean 

16.6(17.3) 

11.8  (11.7) 

Lydney  R.D.  ... 

18.0  (20.5) 

10.7  (11.8) 

Newent  R.D. 

15.0  (16.5) 

10.6  (10.0) 

West  Dean  . 

16.3(17.0) 

13.9  (13.5) 

The  Birth  Rate  is  the  number  of  live  births  per  15000  population  ; 
the  Death  Rate  is  the  number  of  deaths  per  1,000  population.  The 
figures  in  brackets  are  the  adjusted  rates  which  are  obtained  by  multi¬ 
plying  the  crude  rate  by  the  appropriate  comparability  factor  issued 
by  the  Registrar  General. 

There  were  no  deaths  associated  with  childbirth. 

There  were  17  deaths  during  the  first  year  of  life  (10  males  and  7 
females)  ;  of  these  11  were  during  the  first  week,  one  was  from  the 
end  of  the  first  week  to  the  end  of  the  fourth  week  and  5  were  from  the 
end  of  the  fourth  week  to  the  end  of  the  first  year. 


Number  of  Births  and  Deaths 


Estimated 

Excess  of 

Population 

Births 

Deaths 

Births  over 

( mid  1970) 

Deaths 

East  Dean  ... 

•  •  • 

...  21,320 

354 

251 

103 

Lydney  R.D. 

•  •  • 

...  15,010 

270 

161 

109 

Newent  R.D. 

e  •  • 

9,770 

147 

104 

43 

West  Dean 

... 

...  17,660 

287 

246 

41 

Total  Area  ... 

... 

. . .  63,760 

1,058 

762 

296 

Chief  Causes  of  Death 

Number  of 

Percentage 

Deaths 

total  Deal 

Ischaemic  heart  disease 

188 

24.7 

Other  heart  disease  . 

38 

5.0 

Other  circulatory  disease 

38 

5.0 

Cerebrovascular  disease 

103 

13.5 

Malignant  disease  . 

131 

17.2 

Pneumonia  . 

49 

6.4 

Bronchitis  and  Emphysema  . . . 

49 

6.4 

Accidents  . 

28 

3.7 

3 


Code 

Causes  of  Death 

Total  Area 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

B6  (2) 

Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

— — 

Bll 

Meningococcal  infection  .... 

1 

1 

— 

BI8 

Other  infective,  and  parasitic  diseases  .... 

1 

— 

1 

B19  (1) 

Malignant  neoplasms,  buccal  cavity,  etc. 

2 

1 

1 

B19  (2) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  oesphagus  .... 

2 

— 

2 

B19  (3) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

17 

10 

7 

B19  (4) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  intestine  ... 

18 

7 

11 

B19  (6) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

42 

36 

6 

B19  (7) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

7 

— 

7 

B19  (8) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

6 

6 

B19  (9) 

Malignant  neoplasm,  prostate 

2 

2 

B19  (10) 

Leukaemia  .... 

5 

3 

2 

B19  (11) 

Other  malignant  neoplasms 

30 

16 

14 

B20 

Benign  and  unspecified  neoplasms 

1 

— 

1 

B21 

Diabetes  mellitus  .... 

12 

4 

8 

B22 

Avitaminoses,  etc. 

1 

1 

— — 

B23 

Anaemias  .... 

2 

1 

1 

B46  (1) 

Other  endocrine,  etc.,  diseases  .... 

4 

2 

2 

B46  (3) 

Mental  disorders 

1 

1 

— 

B46  (4) 

Multiple  sclerosis 

1 

— 

1 

B46  (5) 

Other  diseases  of  the  nervous  system 

6 

5 

1 

B26 

Chronic  rheumatic  heart  disease 

13 

6 

7 

B27 

Hypertensive  disease 

13 

7 

6 

B28 

Ischaemic  heart  disease  .... 

188 

114 

74 

B29 

Other  forms  of  heart  disease 

38 

11 

27 

B30 

Cerebrovascular  disease  .... 

103 

49 

54 

B46  (6) 

Other  diseases  of  the  circulatory  system 

38 

21 

17 

B31 

Influenza  ... 

16 

7 

9 

B32 

Pneumonia 

49 

22 

27 

B33  (1) 

Bronchitis  and  emphysema 

49 

40 

9 

B33  (2) 

Asthma 

2 

1 

1 

B46  (7) 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system 

7 

3 

4 

B34 

Peptic  ulcer 

5 

3 

2 

B35 

Appendicitis 

1 

1 

— 

B36 

Intestinal  obstruction  and  hernia 

2 

— 

2 

B37 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

2 

1 

1 

B46  (8) 

Other  diseases  of  the  digestive  system 

6 

4 

2 

B38 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  .... 

3 

3 

— 

B39 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

3 

3 

B46  (9) 

Other  diseases,  genito-urinary  system 

5 

3 

2 

B46  (10) 

Diseases  of  skin,  subcutaneous  tissue 

1 

— 

1 

B46  (11) 

Diseases  of  musculo-skeletal  system 

3 

2 

1 

B42 

Congenital  anomalies 

4 

3 

1 

B43 

Birth  injury,  difficult  labour,  etc. 

6 

2 

4 

B44 

Other  causes  of  perinatal  mortality 

4 

2 

2 

B45 

Symptoms  and  ill  defined  conditions 

4 

2 

2 

BE47 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  .... 

12 

12 

— 

BE48 

All  other  accidents 

16 

9 

7 

BE49 

Suicide  and  self-inflicted  injuries 

5 

5 

— 

BE50 

All  other  external  causes 

2 

1 

1 

Totals  . 

762 

428 

334 

4 


1 

1 

3 

3 

2 

1 

3 

2 

3 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

25 

7 

23 

2 

5 

9 

6 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Lydney 

Newent 

West  Dean 

Code 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Male 

Fem. 

Code 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B6  (2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bll 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

B18 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B19  (1) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

B19  (2) 

3 

2 

— 

1 

3 

1 

B19  (3) 

1 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 

B19  (4) 

10 

1 

3 

1 

14 

2 

B19  (6) 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

B19  (7) 

1 

2 

— 

B19  (8) 

— 

— 

1 

B19  (9) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B19  (10) 

2 

2 

4 

2 

10 

7 

B19  (11) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

B20 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

B21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B22 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

B23 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

B46  (1) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

B46  (3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

B46  (4) 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

B46  (5) 

1 

— - 

1 

2 

2 

3 

B26 

5 

— 

— 

4 

2 

1 

B27 

25 

15 

13 

9 

39 

25 

B28 

2 

11 

3 

4 

4 

5 

B29 

9 

10 

6 

11 

14 

10 

B30 

3 

3 

3 

7 

9 

5 

B46  (6) 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

3 

B31 

7 

4 

— 

4 

7 

10 

B32 

4 

— 

3 

1 

17 

2 

B33  (1) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B33  (2) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

B46  (7) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

B34 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

B35 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B36 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

B37 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

B46  (8) 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B38 

1 

2 

— 

B39 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

B46  (9) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B46  (10) 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

B46  (11) 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

B42 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

B43 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

B44 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

B45 

2 

— 

3 

— 

5 

— 

BE47 

4 

2 

— 

— 

3 

2 

BE48 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

BE49 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

BE50 

97 

64 

49 

55 

150 

96 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


Table  of  corrected  notifications 


East 

Dean 

Lydney 

Newent 

West 

Dean 

Measles 

52 

137 

16 

30 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

5 

3 

4 

— 

Acute  meningitis 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Food  poisoning 

2 

2 

— 

— 

Whooping  cough 

8 

2 

— 

1 

Infective  jaundice 

2 

11 

3 

5 

Measles 

There  was  an  epidemic  at  Lydney  in  July  and  August  and  one  at 
Longhope  in  August.  There  were  cases  throughout  West  Dean  Rural 
District,  parts  of  East  Dean  Rural  District  and  the  Southern  Parishes 
of  the  Newent  Rural  District  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year. 


Scarlet  Fever 

Twelve  notifications  were  received. 


Whooping  Cough 

Eleven  cases  were  notified,  4  at  Cinderford,  4  at  Mitcheldean,  2  at 
Brockweir  and  one  at  Coalway  (recently  moved  from  Cinderford). 
Of  these,  one  was  known  to  have  been  immunised,  one  was  not  fully 
and  one,  the  mother  of  a  case,  was  too  old  to  have  been  offered  immuni¬ 
sation.  The  others  were  not  immunised.  The  father  of  one  child  did 
not  “  believe  in  ”  immunisation  ;  both  his  children  became  acutely 
ill  from  this  disease. 


Acute  Meningitis 

There  were  two  cases,  one  of  pneumococcal  meningitis  in  an  elderly 
man  who  recovered,  and  one  of  meningococcal  meningitis  in  a  child 
of  four  who  died. 


Infective  jaundice 

Twenty-one  cases  were  notified  and  another  eleven  cases  were  known 
to  have  occurred.  These  were  scattered  throughout  the  year  affecting 
young  people.  A  number  of  children  attending  one  school  were  affected. 
Infections  arose  beside  the  Severn  estuary  from  Tidenham  to  Awre 
and  some  were  scattered  throughout  the  Newent  Rural  District  and 
there  were  a  few  cases  in  the  West  Dean  Rural  District.  Some  cases 
could  be  traced  to  other  cases,  but  the  existence  of  the  infection  with¬ 
out  jaundice  renders  the  tracing  of  one  case  to  another  often  impossible. 
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Influenza 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  typical  influenza  with  sixteen  deaths  at 
the  beginning  of  the  year. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
arranged  a  meeting  with  general  practitioners  and  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory  staff,  the  purpose  being  to  provide  information  on  the 
distribution  and  approximate  extent  of  vims  illness,  to  provide  a 
more  precise  diagnosis  in  less  common  types  of  vims  illness  and  to 
establish  a  possible  viral  causation  in  syndromes  of  unknown  aetiology. 

This  scheme  is  a  forward-looking  one  which  is  likely  to  be  of  great 
help  to  medical  practice.  Now  that  bacterial  infections  have  been 
reduced,  other  syndromes  become  more  apparent  and  influenza  remains 
a  serious  problem. 

Scabies 

There  was  a  small  epidemic  of  this  infestation  in  Coleford  ;  the 
first  case  was  in  a  child  and  was  missed  until  recognised  at  School 
Medical  Inspections. 

Tuberculosis 

There  was  only  one  death  ascribed  to  tuberculosis.  Six  persons 
were  notified  as  suffering  from  this  disease. 

Notifications  during  the  year  : — 


Pulm< 

Dnary 

Non-pu 

monary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean 

—  - 

_ 

_ 

1 

1 

Lydney  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Newent 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

West  Dean 

1 

2 

— 

— 

3 

Totals  . 

2 

3 

— 

1 

6 

The  ages  of  the  pulmonary  cases  were  :  48,  58  (men)  and  43,  46 
and  51  (women).  The  non-pulmonary  case  was  41. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Registers  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as 
follows  : — 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

East  Dean 

46 

18 

4 

11 

79 

Lydney 

22 

10 

1 

3 

36 

Newent 

10 

3 

1 

1 

15 

West  Dean 

39 

18 

11 

4 

72 

Totals  . 

117 

49 

17 

19 

202 
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The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visits  the  three  towns  of  the  Forest 
Area  at  four  weekly  intervals. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  : — 


Number 

attended 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Abnormalities 

found 

Cinderford 

182 

179 

361 

2 

Coleford 

71 

88 

159 

2 

Lydney 

141 

157 

298 

3 

No  case  of  pulmonary  tuberclosis  was  discovered,  the  abnormalities 
being,  3  heart  condition,  3  pneumoconiosis  and  one  cancer. 


Food  Poisoning 

Two  cases  of  Staphyloccoccus  Toxin  Food  Poisoning. 

On  the  5th  August,  a  lady  living  in  the  Newent  Rural  District 
bought  a  meat  pie  in  a  market  tov/n.  After  shopping  this  was  taken 
home  by  car  and  put  in  the  refrigerator  and  left  until  lunch  time  on  the 
7th,  when  it  was  taken  out  and  eaten  cold  by  this  lady  and  a  friend. 
The  pie  was  eaten  between  1.30  p.m.  and  2.00  p.m.  and  both  ladies 
were  taken  ill  with  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  at  3.30  p.m.,  and  became 
very  ill  one  being  found  collapsed  at  7.30  p.m.  On  the  next  day,  at 
the  doctor’s  behest,  the  remaining  part  of  the  pie  was  delivered  to  the 
Gloucester  Public  Health  Laboratory,  and  although  it  looked  and 
smelt  palatable,  on  incubation  it  gave  a  growth  of  staphylococcus 
aureus. 

Both  ladies  were  found  to  be  excreting  this  same  organism.  Six 
handlers  at  the  food  factory  and  shop  were  found  to  have  the 
staphylococcus  aureus  in  the  nose  and  throat  swabs.  The  bacteriophage 
“  type  ”  from  one  of  the  ladies  and  one  of  the  food  handlers  tallied 
but,  unfortunately,  the  organism  from  the  pie  and  from  one  of  the 
handlers  was  “  untypable.” 

Two  cases  occurred  in  the  East  Dean  Rural  District  ;  in  one  case 
the  doctor  sent  his  notification  two  weeks  late,  when  the  incident  was 
over.  A  meat  pie  was  blamed  but  investigation  was  impossible.  In  the 
other  case  a  young  man  was  taken  acutely  ill  with  what  appeared  to  be 
staphylococcal  food  poisoning.  This  case  was  not  notified  and  I  did 
not  know  of  it  until  the  hospital  sent  an  admission  note,  which  I 
received  a  week  later. 

Salmonella  Outbreak 

Three  cases  of  severe  diarrhoea  occurred  in  January  within  two 
miles  of  each  other.  One  was  admitted  to  a  Gloucester  Hospital  and 
one  to  a  Newport  Hospital.  All  three  were  found  to  be  excreting 
Salmonella  typhimurium  ’phage  type  32.  They  were  on  the  milk  round 
of  one  farmer  /retailer  of  raw  milk.  The  case  of  severe  diarrhoea  which 
occurred  in  November  of  the  previous  year  was  also  due  to  the  same 
organism,  and  was  on  the  same  milk  round. 
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On  sampling,  the  milk  gave  the  same  ’phage  type  of  S.  typhimurium. 
It  is  not  easy  to  detect  Salmonellae  in  milk  and  this  detection  indicated 
heavy  pollution.  On  investigation  by  the  County  Public  Health  Officers 
only  one  cow  out  of  a  herd  of  about  seventy  was  found  to  be  infected. 
The  farmer  was  not  aware  of  any  disease  in  his  herd,  although  some 
calves  had  been  ill  and  his  Veterinary  Surgeon  had  tested  these  for 
Salmonella  infection  with  negative  results. 

Under  the  circumstances  I  served  a  Notice  under  Regulation  20  of 
the  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959,  requiring  the 
farmer  to  have  the  milk,  produced  on  his  farm,  heat  treated  before 
being  sold. 

It  is  difficult  to  see  how  this  infection  could  have  arisen  in  one  cow 
of  a  herd,  but  I  suspect  foodstuffs  imported  into  the  farm  or  vermin. 

It  is  an  accepted  precept  of  public  health  teaching  and  practice  that 
milk  should  be  heat  treated  (pasteurised  or  sterilised)  before  being 
sold.  In  towns  milk  for  sale  has  invariably  been  so  treated.  In  this 
respect  my  Area  is  a  black  spot. 

All  herds  are  now  tuberculous  free,  or  almost  certainly  so.  Milk 
borne  tuberculosis  caused  a  great  deal  of  suffering  and  disability  with¬ 
out  producing  any  worth-while  immunity.  Herds  from  which  raw  milk 
is  sold  are  sampled  regularly  for  Brucella  infection,  nevertheless,  a 
cow  may  become  infected  and  pass  the  organism  causing  the  disease 
in  human  beings  between  tests.  So  often  this  is  a  serious  illness  pro¬ 
ducing  prolonged  disability  with  many  complications. 

When  Brucella  has  been  eradicated  from  the  herds  in  this  Country 
there  will  still  be  the  danger  of  infections  such  as  this  Salmonella  and 
other  Salmonellae  appearing  suddenly  and  causing  illnesses,  sometimes 
severe,  without  producing  any  immunity. 

Unfortunately,  if  a  farmer  has  to  send  the  milk  from  his  herd  to  be 
heat  treated  and  receive  back  pooled  heat  treated  milk  in  bottles,  then 
not  only  is  delivery  not  economically  possible  but  he  has  lost  the  pride 
of  producing  good  quality  milk  and  also  of  careful  cleansing  of  the 
bottles. 

It  would  he  helpful  if  farmers  investigated  the  possibility  of 
pasteurising  milk  on  their  farms. 


Immunisation 

The  figures  supplied  to  me  by  the  County  Health  Department  show 
that  by  the  time  children  enter  school  91  per  cent  have  been  protected 
against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough,  poliomyelitis  and  tetanus,  mostly 
at  the  County’s  Clinics.  This  was  uniformly  so  in  all  the  Rural  Districts 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  at  the  same  age  was  38  per  cent. 

Vaccination  against  measles  varies  by  24  per  cent  in  the  East  Dean 
Rural  District,  37  per  cent  in  the  Lydney  Rural  District,  15  per  cent 
in  the  Newent  Rural  District  and  33  per  cent  in  the  West  Dean  Rural 
District. 
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GENERAL 


Water  Supplies 

The  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  supplies  water  to 
the  whole  of  the  Area  except  Tidenham,  which  is  supplied  by  the 
Gwent  Water  Board,  and  certain  properties  at  Bromsberrow,  Dymock 
and  Redmarley,  which  receive  a  compensatory  supply  from  the  South 
Worcestershire  Water  Board. 

The  Chemist  to  the  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  sent 
me  copies  of  his  examinations  of  the  water  as  follows  : — 


Chemical  analyses  . 

168 

Examinations  for  chlorine  content  only 
Bacteriological  examinations  : 

109 

Before  treatment  . 

237 

After  treatment . 

200 

Samples  from  taps . 

243 

The  Gwent  Water  Board  sent  me  32  copies  of  bacteriological 
inations  of  water  from  taps. 

Berkeley  and  Oldbury  Nuclear  Power  Stations 

The  Environmental  Monitoring  Report  for  the  area  around  these 
Stations  for  the  year  tallies  very  closely  with  that  for  1969. 

The  measurements  were  of  gamma  radiation  dose  rates  at  different 
distances  around  the  Stations,  gamma  radiation  levels  on  silt  and  beta 
activity  in  fish.  The  discharges  of  liquid  radioactive  wastes  were  well 
within  the  authorised  limits. 

The  amount  of  Strontium  90  in  milk  (which  was  for  the  year  ending 
in  September)  now  approximates  to  that  before  the  Nuclear  Weapon 
Tests  of  1960  and  1961.  The  rise  in  this  radioactive  substance  was  not 
related  to  these  Stations  but  to  the  Tests,  and  it  has  taken  a  decade  to 
pass. 


Examination  of  Milk — Brucella  abortus 

Routine  sampling  of  milk  is  done  by  the  County  Public  Health 
Department’s  sampling  officers  and  tested  at  the  Gloucester  Public 
Health  Laboratory. 

Both  pasteurised  and  untreated  milk  are  tested  by  the  methylene 
blue  test  for  cleanliness,  pasteurised  milk  is  also  tested  by  the  phos¬ 
phatase  test  for  efficiency  of  treatment  and  untreated  milk  is  also 
treated  by  the  ring  test  for  brucella  reaction. 

Generally,  examination  for  brucella  was  welcomed  by  the  farmers, 
who  showed  concern  at  the  possible  presence  of  infected  cows  in  their 
herds.  One  farmer  whose  milk  showed  brucella  infection  voluntarily 
sent  his  milk  for  pasteurisation  until  his  herd  was  cleared. 

Untreated  milk  was  tested  for  brucella  from  producer/retailers  and 
producers  using  their  own  milk  in  connection  with  farm  holidays,  bed 
and  breakfast  trade  and  casual  sales  to  caravanners  and  campers. 


10 


The  only  case  of  which  I  received  information  from  the  family 
doctor,  was  in  a  farmer  who  had  been  ill,  from  time  to  time,  for  four 
years. 


Salmonellosis  in  Cattle 

Notifications  were  received  from  the  Divisional  Veterinary  Officer 
of  five  cases.  Four  of  these  were  of  S.  dublin,  which  only  marginally 
affects  man,  and  one  of  S.  typhimurium,  which  is  the  commonest  cause 
of  food  poisoning  in  man.  There  must  have  been  other  cases  in  animals 
not  so  notified,  and  the  cow,  the  milk  of  which  caused  the  small  food 
poisoning  outbreak,  was  such  a  case. 

One  has  the  impression  that  greater  care  should  be  taken  to  sterilize 
animal  food-stuffs  imported  to  a  farm,  but  the  part  played  by  vermin 
in  spreading  these  infections  cannot  be  discounted. 


Hydatidosis 

The  effort  to  trace  the  origin  of  animals  whose  carcases  were  found 
to  be  infested  with  this  condition  continued.  Another  two  bov  nes 
were  traced  to  the  same  farm  in  Monmouthshire  as  that  mentioned  last 
year  and  another  two  on  a  nearby  farm.  A  steer  was  traced  to  North 
Herefordshire.  There  were  two  cases  that  were  not  traced.  All  these 
animals  must  have  ingested  eggs  of  the  small  tapeworm  (Echinococcus 
granulosa)  passed  by  dogs. 

Hence  by  the  eradication  of  the  tapeworm  from  these  dogs  and  by 
the  prevention  of  their  reinfestation  by  eating  offal,  or  carcases  of 
infested  animals,  the  danger  of  infestation  of  human  beings  could  be 
eliminated.  If  this  investigation  was  done  from  the  infestations  found 
at  all  slaughterhouses  and  the  public  educated  against  close  contact 
with  dogs,  the  disease  in  animals  and  human  beings  could  be  eradicated. 

It  was  eradicated  in  Iceland  during  the  latter  half  of  the  last  century, 
and  there  are  campaigns  in  Western  Australia,  Tasmania  and  New 
Zealand  in  operation  now.  In  this  Country  it  is  in  Wales  and  the  Border 
Counties  that  the  highest  incidence  exists. 


Problem  Families 

For  several  years  it  has  been  one  of  my  duties  in  the  dual  capacity 
as  Divisional  and  District  Council  Medical  Officer  to  call  liaison 
meetings  of  the  various  workers  dealing  with  these  families.  The  number 
of  cases  in  this  Division  has  been  comparatively  less  than  those  in  the 
other  Divisions. 

The  primary  causes  of  the  difficulties  of  these  families  has  been  the 
low  mentality  of  one  or  the  other  of  the  parents,  and  mental  illness 
including  the  odd  case  of  alcoholism  and  of  epilepsy.  As  many  live  in 
Council  houses  as  in  other  properties,  which  shows  that  housing  is 
not  now  a  primary  cause. 
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Fluoridation  of  Water  Supplies  for  the  Prevention  of  Dental 
Caries 

Following  the  publication  “  The  Fluoridation  Studies  in  the  Un  ted 
Kingdom  and  the  Results  Achieved  after  Eleven  Years,”  the  County 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  made  a  full  report  on  the  fluoridation  of 
water  supplies  to  the  County  Council.  As  usual,  when  official  infor¬ 
mation  in  favour  of  fluoridation  is  made,  the  National  Pure  Water 
Association  circularise  a  critical  document.  In  this  case  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Health  and  Social  Security  sent  to  the  Councils  notes  showing 
the  fallacy  of  this  document. 

The  County  Council  decided  not  to  add  the  recommended  one  part 
per  million  of  fluorine,  in  combined  form  to  the  drinking  water. 

The  Lydney  Rural  District  Council  passed  a  resolution  “  to 
communicate  to  the  County  Council  its  dismay  at  the  County  Coun  il’s 
decision  to  ignore  the  advice  so  rationally  presented  by  those  most 
qualified  to  advise,  and  in  so  doing  deprive  in  particular  the  young  and 
coming  generations  in  Gloucestershire  of  the  benefits  of  fluoridation  ”. 

A  copy  of  this  resolution  was  passed  to  the  Monmouthshire  County 
Council  and  the  Gwent  Water  Board  (as  part  of  Tidenham  Parish 
receives  their  water  supply  from  this  Board).  It  transpired  that  the 
Monmouthshire  County  Council  were  in  favour  of  fluoridation  and  the 
Gwent  Water  Board  was  willing  to  implement  it  but  the  Newport 
County  Borough  were  against  it. 

The  introduction  of  fluorine  into  the  water  would  be  by  automatic 
machinery.  Any  sudden  overdose  could  not  be  of  such  a  degree  as  to 
cause  illness  and  wrongly  set  machinery  giving  overdose  would  be 
detected  by  routine  chemical  analyses.  In  our  food  we  have  additives, 
anti-oxidants,  colouring  matters,  flavourings,  artificial  sweeteners, 
preservatives,  emulsifiers  and  stabilisers.  Vitamin  B,  chalk  and  iron 
are  compulsorily  added  to  the  flour  which  makes  our  daily  bread,  and 
we  are  forced  to  ingest  them.  Some  of  our  raw  mains  waters  contain 
six  parts  per  million  of  nitrate,  and  this  has  to  be  watched  because  ten 
parts  is  dangerous  especially  to  babies. 

There  should  be  other  methods  of  administering  this  essential 
nutrient,  fluoride,  but  the  fact  remains  that  adding  it  to  the  drinking 
water  is  the  only  method  that  effectively  reduces  dental  caries. 

The  National  Pure  Water  Association  exists  particularly  to  oppose 
fluoridation  of  water  supplies.  It  does  not  appear  to  be  otherwise 
particularly  concerned  with  pollution  of  water  supplies,  and  the  name 
is  therefore  a  misnomer  ;  it  would  be  more  honest  if  it  called  itself  the 
‘  Anti-fluoridation  Association  ’.  It  aims  at  producing  an  unreasonable 
antipathy  to  fluoridation  reminiscent  of  that  which  existed  to  smallpox 
vaccination. 

The  advertisements  on  television  for  tooth  pastes  are  good  and 
recommend  the  good  habit  of  regular  cleaning  of  teeth,  and  those  for 
tooth  pastes  containing  fluoride  are  associating  in  the  public  mind, 
good  teeth  with  fluoridation. 
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The  children  of  Birmingham  are  having  fluoridated  water  and  it  will 
not  be  long  before  it  will  be  clear  how  far  the  dental  health  of  other 
children  falls  behind  that  of  these  children. 


Anthrax  Order,  1938 

Two  notifications  were  received  of  beasts  dying  of  this  disease. 


National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Section  47 
National  Assistance  (Anemdment)  Act,  1951 

After  much  consideration  an  elderly  man  living  in  insanitary  con¬ 
ditions  was  removed  under  the  Amendment  Act,  to  a  Welfare  Home 
for  three  weeks  while  a  relative  who  visited  him  was  on  holiday.  He 
could  not  settle  in  the  Home  and  at  the  end  of  the  period  demanded 
to  go  home.  He  then  accepted  a  Home  Help  and  it  was  most  fortunate 
that  one  was  found  willing  to  assist  him  ;  an  arrangement  which  has 
worked  very  well. 

An  elderly  lady  living  alone  in  bad  conditions  was  visited  from 
March  to  November,  and  while  a  reply  was  awaited  from  a  Justice  of 
the  Peace  as  to  whether  he  would  give  an  Order  for  her  removal,  she 
was  found  collapsed  and  hence  removed  to  hospital. 


Common  Lodging  Houses 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  in  any  of  the  Districts. 


Pubiic  Health  Laboratories 

The  Newport  Laboratory  continues  to  be  the  one  normally  used.  The 
Director,  Dr.  R.  D.  Gray,  and  his  staff  have  given  excellent  service 
over  a  number  of  years. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Gloucester,  under  Dr.  A.  E.  Wright, 
is  becoming  more  extensively  used  for  my  Area. 


Analyst 

The  University  of  Bristol  Analyst,  who  is  the  County  Analyst,  is 
the  one  normally  used. 


Estimates  of  Population 

The  estimates  for  the  Parishes  that  I  have  given  are  the  Census 
figures  of  1961,  with  the  variation  of  the  Registrar  General’s  estimates 
for  mid- 1970,  from  the  Census  figures  of  the  Rural  Districts  of  1961, 
being  apportioned  according  to  the  variation  of  the  number  of  names 
on  the  electoral  lists  of  each  Parish  from  those  of  1961.  These  are  for 
mid- 1970. 
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EAST  DEAN  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 

Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman  :  W.  E.  F.  Jones 
Vice-Chairman  :  H.  C.  Byett 

Members  (at  May,  1970)  :  Councillors  G.  J.  Beard,  H.  J.  Beddington, 
R.  J.  Bevan,  M.  Brain,  R.  E.  Cadle,  E.  Cooke,  T.  C.  L.  Davidson, 
R.  A.  Hawkins,  C.  Jackson,  K.  W.  W.  Jones,  G.  B.  Keyse,  M.  V. 
Lark,  A.  A.  Legg,  M.  G.  Morgan,  W.  Morris,  K.  L.  Perkins 
H.  S.  Phillips,  D.  R.  J.  Pritchard,  G.  M.  Reed,  R.  A.  Taylor, 
T.  E.  Taylor,  J.  L.  Tuffley,  W.  Wilkins,  W.  Wooding  and  S.  H. 
Yeatman. 


Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  A.  T.  Hunt,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond.)  d.p.h., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  :  A.  D.  Parsons,  m.a.p.h.i.,  a.r.s.h. 
First  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  B.  G.  H.  Risbey,  cert,  s.i.b., 

a.r.s.h. 

Second  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  C.  H.  Jones,  m.a.p.h.i., 

dip.  p.h.i.e.b.  (resigned  30.4.70). 
Meat  Inspector  :  D.  Brittain,  m.a.m.i.,  a.m.r.s.h.  (from  1.9.70). 
Rodent  Operator  :  J.  Roberts 

Statistics 

Population  =  2 1,320  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1970). 

Area =30,078  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  =  7,599. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1970,  was  £506,711. 

Product  of  a  Id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1970,  was  £2,020  0s.  7d. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  354.  Number  of  Deaths  =  251. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths=103. 

Birth  Rate  =  16.6  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1.04,  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  17.3.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  1.08. 

Death  Rate  =  11.8  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  0.99  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  11.7.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  1.00. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

182 

154 

336 

9 

9 

18 

191 

163 

354 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 

1 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

infants 
under  1  wk. 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

1-4  weeks 

4  wks.-l  yr. 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Caravans  and  Mains  Water 
Supply 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of  Dwellings 

Properties 
connected  to 
Mains  Water 
Supply 

Houses 

Caravans 

Awre 

1,797 

580 

_ - 

563 

Blaisdon 

347 

85 

— 

71 

Churcham 

748 

240 

2 

174 

Cinderford 

7,021 

2,429 

57 

2,422 

Drybrook 

2,880 

1,032 

1 

1,028 

Huntley 

545 

281 

— 

238 

Littledean 

1,410 

463 

4 

461 

Longhope 

1,071 

384 

26 

349 

Mitcheldean 

2,016 

772 

4 

741 

Ruardean 

1,245 

455 

13 

465 

Ruspidge 

2,240 

743 

28 

722 

Totals 

21,320 

7,464 

135 

7,234 

Mr.  N.  G.  Venables,  the  Rating  Officer,  provided  this  table  except 
for  the  population  estimates. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  A.  D.  Parsons  reports  as  follows  : 

Public  Health 

The  work  in  the  Public  Health  Department  continued  to  increase. 
The  work  in  connection  with  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  also 
increased  and  a  great  deal  of  ground  work  was  done  for  new  sewerage 
schemes.  More  work  was  also  done  in  connection  with  surface  water 
drainage. 

Unfortunately  the  second  additional  Public  Health  Inspector  left  in 
April  and  the  vacancy  was  not  filled,  but  a  Meat  Inspector /Technical 
Officer  was  appointed  to  commence  his  duties  in  September. 

A  number  of  absences  due  to  sickness  added  to  the  difficulty  of 
running  the  Department. 

Housing 

Slum  Clearance 

As  in  previous  years.  Statutory  Action  was  taken  only  on  properties 
that  had  become  vacant  either  due  to  the  re-housing  of  the  occupants 
by  the  Council  or  the  properties  becoming  otherwise  vacant. 

Depending  on  the  extent  of  the  work  required  to  make  the  properties 
fit  for  human  habitation,  appropriate  action  was  taken  under  the 
Housing  Acts  or  Public  Health  Acts. 
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Again,  a  great  deal  of  time  was  spent  in  giving  advice  to  the  owners 
and  prospective  purchasers  of  such  properties  regarding  repairs  and 
improvements.  This  usually  involved  several  visits  to  the  site  to  give 
more  detailed  technical  advice. 

Liaison  with  the  Housing  Department  continued  to  be  excellent. 


Slum  Clearance — Housing  Act,  1957.  Action  taken  during  1979 
Part  II 

1.  Sections  16/17 

(i)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 

ma  de  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 
accepted  that  :  ... 

(a)  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for  human  habi- 

tation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

(b)  the  houses  would  be  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction 

of  the  Local  Authority  .  9 

(iii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 

in  lieu  of  demolition  orders  .  23 

(iv)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  can¬ 

celled  after  necessary  work  had  been  completed  and 
houses  made  fit .  4 

2.  Section  18 

Closing  orders  on  parts  of  buildings  .  — 

3.  Section  24 

Demolition  orders  revoked  after  houses  involved  had  been 
made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

4.  Section  27 

Closing  orders  determined  after  premises  had  been  made  fit  8 

5.  Section  28 

Closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition  orders  substituted  — 

6.  Part  III 

Clearance  and  Re-development  .  — 

7.  Part  IV 

Abatement  of  Overcrowding .  — 

8.  Representations  ...  .  .  52 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1969 
Planning  Consents  granted  during  the  year  by  the  County 

Planning  Authority  for  individual  caravans  (temporary)  ...  16 

Applications  refused  4 

Sites  licensed  :  Number  of  caravans 

Woodview  Orchard,  Ruspidge .  35 


Wyelands,  Ruardean 
Rocklands,  Longhope  ... 
Valley  Road,  Cinderford 
Queen’s  Farm,  Churcham 
Sites  for  individual  caravans 


12 

25 

69 

2 

54 


Total 


« ♦  • 


•  •  • 


197 


16 


Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received. 


Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property 
(Amendment)  Act,  1926 

Five  hundred  and  eighty-four  Land  Searches  were  received  for 
identification  and  observation  ;  thirty-four  properties  required  in¬ 
spection. 


Food  Hygiene  (Genera!)  Regulations,  I960 
Butchers’  Shops 

A  survey  of  butchers’  shops  was  made  within  the  Cinderford  Area 
and  showed  a  high  standard  of  hygiene  with  compliance  of  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations. 


Category  of  Premises 

Total 

Inspected 

Number 
com¬ 
plying 
with 
Reg.  16 

Number 
to  which 
Reg.  19 
applies 

Number 
com¬ 
plying 
with 
Reg.  19 

Catering  Premises 
including  Canteens 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Grocery  and  Provisions 

Shops 

22 

18 

22 

18 

Bakers 

4 

4 

4 

4 

Butchers 

8 

6 

8 

6 

Fishmongers 

2 

2 

0 

0 

Sweet  Shops 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Licensed  Premises 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Regulation  16  requiries  the  provision  of  a  wash-hand  basin  and 
Regulation  19  requires  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment. 
(Except  for  the  number  of  bakers,  the  number  of  properties  inspected 
was  only  a  fraction  of  those  in  the  District). 


Complaints  Regarding  Food 


Food 

Bacon 

Yoghurt 

Coca-Cola 


Reason  for  Complaint  Action  taken 

Mould  growth  Warning  letter 

Mould  growth  Warning  letter 

Contamination  by  live 

insect  larvae  Inspection  and  warning 


Watercress 

A  recent  survey  was  made  of  greengrocers  shops  in  Cinderford.  All 
the  watercress  on  sale  was  from  commercial  beds. 
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Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 


Dairies 

Distributors  ... 

Distributors  with  premises  outside 
the  District . 


11 

21 


5 


Ice-cream 

Premises  registered  for  the  Manufacture,  Storage  and  Sale  of  Ice¬ 
cream  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

For  the  manufacture  and  sale  (cold  mix  method  only  was 
used  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

For  the  storage  and  sale  (pre-packed  only) .  140 


Total 


141 


Slaughterhouse 

There  is  only  one  slaughterhouse  in  the  District  ;  this  is  in  Valley 
Road,  Cinderford,  and  is  privately  owned. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

3,041 

90 

134 

8,122 

7,126 

— 

Number  inspected  . . . 

3,041 

90 

134 

8,122 

7,126 

— 

All  disease  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

3 

4 

3 

18 

23 

Carcases  of  which 
some  pari  or  organ 
was  condemned 

408 

_____ 

- 

506 

435 

____ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

13.4 

4.4 

2.2 

6.5 

6.4 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

. 

- 

- 

_____ 

_ 

_____ 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

- 

- 

16 

____ 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with 
tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

0.2 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  Condemned  at  Slaughterhouse 


Carcase  meat  . 

4,306  lbs 

Bovine,  sheep  and  pig  livers 

2,923  „ 

Lights  ...  ...  ...  ... 

374  „ 

Bovine  heads  . 

288  „ 

Pigs  heads . 

348  „ 
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Food  Condemned  (other  than  at  Slaughterhouse) 

Chocolates  and  sweets 
Biscuits 

Cakes  and  puddings 
Flour 

Instant  mixes 
Fats  ... 

Tea  ... 

Dried  fruit 
Nuts 

Fresh  fruit 
Salt  and  pepper 
Meat . . . 

Fruit ... 

Soup  ... 

Milk 
Fish  ... 

Cereals 
Jellies 
Baby  Food 
Crisps 
Baby  Food 

Ice-cream  (family  blocks) 

Ice-creams  and  lollies 
Eggs  . 

Whenever  necessary,  certificates 


20  tins 
16 
10 
8 
4 

192  pkts. 

20 
18 

669  „ 

54  tins. 

46 
118 

10  doz. 

were  issued  in  respect  of  food 
voluntarily  surrendered  due  to  failure  of  the  refrigeration  plants  in  shops. 


475  lbs 
505 
475 
464 
160 
136 
110 
110 
106 
16 
14 


}> 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


55 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 
Nine  slaughtermen  were  licensed  to  slaughter  animals  for  food. 

Hairdressing  Establishments 

A  survey  was  made  of  hairdressing  establishments  in  Cinderford  ; 
of  these  only  one  had  irregularities,  these  being  minor  ones. 


Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  premises  in  the  District  and  no 
dressed  poultry  was  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  consumption. 
Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 
There  are  no  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  District. 


Water  Act,  1945 

Six  water  samples  were  taken  from  various  sources  and  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at 
Newport. 

Samples  taken  : 

Mains  supply — 4  satisfactory 
Wells — 2  contaminated 

The  users  of  the  wells  supply  were  warned  to  boil  all  water  before 
drinking. 
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Swimming  Pools 

There  are  two  swimming  pools  in  the  District,  one  is  at  Abenhall 
Secondary  School  and  the  other  is  a  private  one  at  an  Hotel. 


Clean  Air 

A  few  complaints  were  received  in  connection  with  a  local  factory  ; 
these  were  investigated  and  the  Alkali  Inspector  was  consulted. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1983 

Three  applications  were  made  in  respect  of  such  premises  which 
were  inspected  and  registered  accordingly. 


Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  annual  licence  was  granted  to  the  only  pet  shop  in  the  District 
after  it  had  been  inspected  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Factories  Act,  1961 

Factory  premises  registered  at  the  commencement  of  1970  ...  78 

Factory  premises  removed  from  register  during  year  ...  4 

Factory  premises  added  to  register  during  year  .  2 

Number  of  premises  registered  at  end  of  year  .  76 


Part  1 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
i,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

3 

3 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

73 

15 

5 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises) 

Total  . 

76 

18 

5 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (defects  discovered  at 
the  premises  on  two  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”). 


Number  of  cases 
in  which  defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.i) 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  •  •  •  • « • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S-3)  . 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6) 

-  - 

- 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

2 

1 

- 

1 

-- 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

Total . 

5 

4 

— 

2 

— 

Outworkers 

There  were  128  outworkers  employed  in  the  carding  of  pins  and  clips 
by  a  factory  outside  the  District.  No  cases  of  default  under  Section 
133  or  instances  under  Section  134  came  to  light. 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 


Registrations  and  Inspections 


Number  of 
Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Total 
number  of 
Registered 
premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Number  of 
Registered 
premises 
receiving  an 
inspection 
during  the  year 

Offices 

— 

42 

10 

Retail  shops 

— 

118 

45 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  ... 

— 

4 

1 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  Canteens  ... 

_ _ __ 

9 

3 

Fuel  storage  depots 

— 

2 

- - 

Totals 

— 

175 

59 

Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  workplace  : 

Class  of  workplace 

Number  of 
Persons 
employed 

Offices 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

122 

Retail  shops 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

443 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

22 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public  . . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

13 

Canteens 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  ♦  •  • 

— 

Fuel  storage  depots 

... 

...  •  •  • 

4 

T  OTAL  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

... 

604 

Total  Males 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

248 

Total  Females 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

356 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  contracts  for  the  collection  of  refuse  for  the  year 

included  the 

areas  of  Bradley  Hill,  and  Two  Bridges.  The  whole  of  the  Parishes  of 
Awre  and  Churcham  received  weekly  collections  instead  of  fortnightly. 
The  “  door  ”  collection  for  the  aged  and  infirm  was  continued  and 
requests  for  this  kind  of  collection  were  investigated. 

A  request  for  a  collection  to  be  made  from  inside  gates  received 
consideration  later  in  the  year  ;  there  was  a  danger  of  accidents  during 
the  hours  of  darkness  from  bins  being  placed  on  the  sidewalks  for 
collection. 

The  four  refuse  disposal  sites  were  satisfactory  and  gave  very  little 
trouble  or  cause  for  serious  complaints.  The  Crump  Meadow  refuse 
disposal  site  was  available  on  Saturday  mornings  for  the  disposal  of 
large  items  of  rubbish  and  refuse,  and  so  were  all  the  refuse  tips  for 
this  purpose  during  working  hours. 


23 


Considerable  amounts  of  trade  waste  were  allowed  to  be  disposed  of 
at  the  refuse  tips  with  permission  and  under  supervision,  to  prevent 
indiscriminate  dumping  on  open  ground,  although  this  privilege  will 
reduce  the  life  of  the  tips. 

Street  Cleansing 

From  time  to  time  it  was  necessary  to  replace,  resite  or  change  the 
litter  bins  and  fix  additional  bins  when  and  where  required.  Some  of 
the  bins  were  found  to  be  inadequate,  especially  at  the  lay-bys  on  the 
main  roads.  To  deal  with  this,  arrangements  were  made  to  start  giving 
a  twice  weekly  collection  on  the  main  roads  during  the  summer  months, 
commencing  next  year. 

Litter  is  removed  from  the  main  streets  of  Cinderford  by  direct 
labour  on  Sunday  mornings.  Suitable  equipment  has  now  been  pro¬ 
vided  for  this  purpose. 

Thirty-three  dead  animals  were  removed  from  the  public  highways 
when  the  owners  could  not  be  found,  (24  sheep,  4  cats,  4  dogs  and  one 
rabbit). 

Civic  Amenities  Act 

Removal  of  abandoned  vehicles  is  dealt  with  by  a  local  contractor- 
A  number  of  these  vehicles  were  removed  in  this  manner  after  requests 
from  various  local  organisations. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Number  of  properties  in  District  (Non- Agricultural) 

7,446 

Total  number  of  properties  (including  nearby  properties) 
inspected  following  notification 

219 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

219 

(ii)  Mice 

35 

Other  treatments  for  pests  were  as  follows  : — wasps  20,  flies  11, 
beetles  2,  moles  5,  ants  8,  fleas  2. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  sewerage  systems  and  sewage  plants  were  satisfactorily  main¬ 
tained.  There  was  no  difficulty  with  the  disposal  of  sludge  from  the 
works  or  plants.  Of  the  eighteen  effluent  samples  taken  by  the  Severn 
River  Authority,  seven  were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  other  eleven 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory  on  subsequent  sampling. 

The  new  Longhope  works  were  near  completion  at  the  end  of  the 
year  and  this  will  replace  the  existing  Mitcheldean  works  as  well  as 
serving  Longhope. 

The  sewering  of  the  areas  of  Harrow  Hill,  Ruardean  Hill  and  the 
Hawthorns,  Drybrook  was  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and 
Local  Government. 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS 


Mr.  L.  A.  Andrews,  the  Housing  Officer,  reports  as  follows  on  the 
number  of  houses  completed  : — 

Council  Houses 


Parish 

19 

70 

Pre-War 

Post-War 

including 

1970 

Total 

Houses 

O.P.B’s 

Awre 

,  ... 

_ 

■  —  - 

60 

60 

Blaisdon 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Churcham 

— 

— 

— 

12 

12 

Cinderford 

20 

8 

80 

387* 

467 

Drybrook 

24 

— 

6 

201  f 

207 

Huntley 

— 

— 

— 

21 

21 

Littledean 

— 

— 

— 

95 

95 

Longhope 

— 

— 

6 

24 

30 

Mitcheldean  . . . 

— 

— 

6 

171 

177 

Ruardean 

— 

— 

10 

97 

107 

Ruspidge 

— 

— 

26 

116 

142 

Totals 

44 

8 

134 

1,184 

1,318 

*This  includes  one  privately  built  house  purchased  by  the  Council. 
There  were  13  pre-fabs  demolished  during  the  year. 

jThis  includes  one  privately  built  house  purchased  by  the  Council. 
There  were  9  pre-fabs  demolished  during  the  year. 


Private  Houses 

One  hundred  and  seven  private  dwellings  were  completed  during 
the  year,  making  a  total  of  1,307  since  1946. 


Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  applications  were  investigated  and  grants  were 
approved  by  the  Council,  as  follows  : — 


Type  of  Grant 

Approved 

Completed 

in  1970 

in  1970 

Standard 

62 

54 

Discretionary 

40 

22 

Applicants  for  Council  Accommodation 

The  waiting  list  for  Council  accommodation  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  as  follows  : — 

Cinderford  262,  Drybrook  115,  Ruardean  54,  Mitcheldean  61, 
Blakeney  72,  Ruspidge  57,  Littledean  64,  Churcham  10,  Huntley  14 
and  Longhope  29,  making  a  total  of  738. 
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LYDNEY  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman  :  G.  J.  Bennett 
Vice-Chairman  :  Mrs.  A.  B.  Reissner 


Members  (at  May,  1970)  :  Councillors  Miss  D.  M.  Edmunds,  Mrs. 
M.  E.  Hallworth,  Mrs.  M.  E.  Riches,  J.  P.  Bevan,  R.  C.  C.  Cook- 
man,  J.  H.  G.  Darters,  M.  G.  Edwards,  D.  G.  Emery,  E.  E. 
Emmett,  P.  E.  Goatman,  H.  Harley,  A.  S.  Hinton,  A.  F.  G.  Hopes, 
A.  Hudson,  A.  P.  L.  James,  R.  Meredith,  T.  H.  Pensom,  T.  L. 
Richards,  C.  R.  Smith,  Dr.  J.  A.  Svendsen  and  T.  E.  Wilcox. 


Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  A.  T.  Hunt,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond.),  d.p.h., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Public  Health  Inspector  :  R.  H.  Aldus,  m.a.p.h.i. 


Statistics 

Population  =15,010  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1970). 

Area  =  24,597  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  =  5, 169. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1970,  was  £510,973. 

Product  of  a  Id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1970,  was  £2,089 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  270.  Number  of  Deaths  =  161. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  109. 

Birth  Rate=18.0  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.14  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  20.5. 
The  ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  1.28. 

Death  Rate=10.7  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  1.10  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  11.8.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  1.01. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Live  Births 

133 

128 

261 

4 

5 

9 

137 

133 

270 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants 

4 

1 

5 

4 

1 

5 

under  1  wk. 

3 

4 

7 

— 

— 

— 

3 

4 

7 

1-4  wks. 

4  wks.-l  yr. 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number 

of 

Dwellings 

Properties  connected  to 
Mains  Water  Supply 

Alvington 

473 

175 

156 

Aylburton 

850 

287 

262* 

Hewelsfield 

400 

160 

143 

Lydney 

6,086 

2,409 

2,393 

St.  Briavels 

1,206 

475 

446 

Tidenham 

5,060 

1,335 

1,313 

Woolaston 

935 

328 

305 

Totals 

15,010 

5,169 

5,018 

*This  includes  81  dwellings  connected  to  the  Aylburton  Village 
Supply. 

The  figures  for  the  number  of  dwellings  and  the  connections  to 
the  Mains  Water  Supply  were  given  by  Mr.  W.  A.  B.  Peart,  the  Rating 
Officer. 

The  estimated  population  for  Tidenham  includes  824  staff  and 
apprentices  at  the  Army  Apprentices’  College  at  Beachley. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  R.  H.  Aldus  reports  as  follows  : 

Slum  Clearance — Housing  Act,  1957.  Action  taken  during  1970 
Part  II 

1.  Sections  16/17 

(i)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 

...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(ii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were 
accepted  that  : 

(a)  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for  human  habi- 

tstion  •••  •  •  •  •••  •  •  •  ~ 

(b)  the  houses  would  be  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction 

of  the  Local  Authority  .  8 

(iii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 

in  lieu  of  demolition  orders  .  5 

(iv)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  can¬ 

celled  after  necessary  work  had  been  completed  and 
houses  made  fit .  5 

2.  Section  18 

Closing  orders  on  parts  of  buildings  .  — 

3.  Section  24 

Demolition  orders  revoked  after  houses  involved  had  been 
made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 
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4.  Section  27 

Closing  orders  determined  after  premises  had  been  made  fit  1 

5.  Section  28 

Closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition  orders  substituted  3 

6.  Part  III 

Clearance  and  Re-development  .  — 

7.  Part  IV  .  — 

Abatement  of  Overcrowding .  — 

Unfit  houses  made  fit  after  formal  action .  2 

Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  the  above  Act 
were  received. 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 


Number  of  Sites  (in  respect  of  which  licences  have  been  granted)  : 


Sites  for  Permanent 

Individual  Residential 
Caravans  Sites 


Holiday 

Caravan 

Sites 


Alvington  .  1 

Aylburton  .  — 

Hewelsfield  .  2 

Lydney  5 

St.  Briavels  .  2 

Tidenham  .  4 

Woolaston  .  2 


1  1 

(50  (3 

caravans)  caravans) 


16 


1 


1 


Meat 

Slaughterhouse  and  Meat  Inspection 

Slaughtering  is  carried  out  at  the  only  licensed  slaughterhouse 
between  the  hours  of  10  a.m.  and  7.  p.m.  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  in 
each  week,  and  it  has  been  possible  to  maintain  100  per  cent  inspection 
of  all  animals  slaughtered. 
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Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

20 

— 

— 

124 

24 

— 

Number  inspected  . . . 

20 

— 

— 

124 

24 

— 

All  disease  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

5 

- 

9 

1 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

25.0 

7.3 

4.1 

Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ  . . . 
was  condemned 

1 

Carcases  submitted 
treatment  by 
refrigeration 

1 

- 

-  - 

-■ 

* _ 

Generalised  and 
totally  condemned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis  :  One  animal  slaughtered  was  found  to  be  affected  and 
subjected  to  refrigeration. 

Tuberculosis  :  Again  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  no  carcase,  part  of 
a  carcase  or  organ  of  the  animals  slaughtered  during  the  year  was 
affected  by  tuberculosis. 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

The  Council  in  pursuance  of  the  powers  conferred  on  them  by 
Section  3  of  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958,  issued  the  following 
licences  during  the  year  : 

To  slaughter  and  stun  cattle,  calves,  sheep  and  pigs  ...  6 

To  slaughter  and  stun  pigs  only  .  5 
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Food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  consumption  : 

Carcase  meat .  33  lbs. 

Offal  .  84  lbs. 

Fish — fresh  .  21  lbs. 

In  addition  some  2  cwts.  100  lbs.  of  frozen  foods  were  surrendered 
following  the  failures  of  three  deep  freeze  cabinets. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agri  cultural 

Agricultural 

1 .  Number  of  properties  in  District 

5,357 

188 

2.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  (includ- 

ing  nearby  premises)  inspected 

following  notification 

300 

— 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

100 

— 

(ii)  Mice  . . . 

50 

— 

3.  (a)  Total  number  of  properties  inspected 

for  rats  and/or  mice  for  reasons 

other  than  notification 

300 

— 

(b)  Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats 

80 

— 

(ii)  Mice  . . . 

20 

— 

Fairground 

Visits  were  made  to  the  annual  fair  at  Lydney,  and  it  was  found  that 
water  supply  and  sanitary  accommodation  were  adequately  provided. 


Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  I960 


Category  of  Premises 

Num¬ 

ber 

Num¬ 
ber  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

Remarks 

Grocery 

28 

32 

Sweet  Confectioners  . . . 

13 

9 

All  are  registered  under  Sec. 
16  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955, 
for  the  sale  of  ice-cream 

Butchers 

10 

14 

Fruiterers 

5 

4 

Fried  Fish  Shop 

1 

1 

Csfcs  •••  •••  ••• 

5 

6 

Chemists 

2 

2 

School  Canteens 

13 

4 

Factory  Canteens 

5 

2 

Licensed  Premises 

33 

28 

Dairies 

1 

3 

Registered  under  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1959 

Totals  . 

116 

105 

30 


Milk 


The  Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

Dairies  not  at  farms  ...  .  1 

Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Distributors  with  premises  outside  the  District  6 

Sedbury  Dairies  Limited  : 

Number  of  Producers  :  55. 

Average  daily  through-put  of  milk  :  4,000  gallons. 

Bottle  (daily  average)  :  35,000. 

Ice-Cream 

Food  and  Drugs  Act ,  1955 — Section  16  : 

Premises  registered  : 

For  manufacture  (cold  mix  method  used)  .  2 

For  storage  and  sale  (pre-packed)  .  ...  ...  60 

Visits  were  made  but  no  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  in  respect 
of  the  handling  of  ice-cream  or  of  the  condition  of  the  premises. 


Water  Samples 

Twenty-seven  samples  taken  from  various  sources  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  New¬ 


port. 

Samples  taken  from  : 

North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  .  6 

Newport  and  South  Monmouthshire  Water  Board  ...  3 

Aylburton  Village  Supply  .  5 

Wells  5 

Lydney  Park  Estate  Supply  .  5 

Swimming  Pool .  3 
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Public  Health  Act,  1938 

Complaints  :  Forty-seven  complaints  were  received  under  the  above 
Act,  fourteen  of  these  were  in  respect  of  defective  drainage  systems. 


Lydney  Shipping 

Amount  of  Shipping  entering  the  Port  during  the  year  1970  : 


Number 

Number 

Number  of  Vessels 

Coastwise 

(Motors) 

(Sailing) 

Tonnage 

reported 
to  be 
defective 

on  which 
defects  were 
remedied 

— 

596 

31,564 

— 

— 
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Factories  Act,  1961 
Part  1 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
ij  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Authori- 

tlCS  •••  »*•  ••• 

2 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority 

48 

34 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers*  prem¬ 
ises) 

22 

14 

Totals  . 

72 

50 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  “  cases  ”) 


Particulars 

Number 
in  which  defec 

of  cases 
:ts  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of 
cleanliness 
(S.i) 

- 

- 

- 

_____ 

Overcrowding 

(S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

- 

- 

____ 

Inadequate 

ventilation 

(S.4) 

_____ 

-- 

___ 

_____ 

_____ 

Ineffective 
drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

- 

- 

-- 

____ 

Sanitary  Con¬ 
veniences 
(S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the 

Act  (not  in¬ 
cluding 
offences  re¬ 
lating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

Total  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Register  of  Factories  :  Changes  during  the  year  :  added  4 

deleted  1 


Outworkers  : 

Whitecroft  (Lydney)  Ltd.,  Lydney,  Glos.  :  28 
Typrod  Ltd.,  Industrial  Estate,  Lydney  :  18 
E.  J.  Berry  &  Son,  Aylburton  :  2 
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Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 


Thirty-four  licences  were  issued  by  the  Council  for  the  storage  of 
Petroleum  Spirit. 


Summary  :  Filling  Stations 


12 

8 

6 


Farms 

Factories 

Quarries 

Business  Premises 


1 

7  Total  34 


Petroleum  (Carbide  of  Calcium)  Order,  1929 

One  premises  was  licensed  for  the  keeping  of  Carbide  of  Calcium. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

Seasonal  casual  gangs  were  employed  on  a  few  farms  for  blackcurrant 
and  potato  harvesting  and  temporary  sanitary  accommodation  was 
provided. 

Clean  Air 

Two  applications  for  the  heights  of  chimneys  to  be  determined  were 
received  and  approved. 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  the  Clean  Air  Acts. 

The  Market,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles  Regulations,  1966 
There  are  no  market  premises  in  the  District. 

There  are  a  number  of  bread  vans  and  delivery  vehicles  used  solely 
for  delivering  food  which  are  not  affected  by  the  Regulations. 

Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property  (Amend¬ 
ment)  Act,  1926 

Two  hundred  and  thirty-five  Land  Searches  were  passed  through 
the  Public  Health  Department  for  observation,  a  number  of  which 
required  identification  and  inspection. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 
One  premises  is  registered  under  the  above  Act. 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry  processing  establishments  in  the  District. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 
There  are  no  premises  in  the  District. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

Three  licences  were  issued  during  the  year. 

Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary  under  this  Act. 
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Game  Act,  1831 

One  Game  Dealer’s  Licence  was  granted  under  the  above  Act. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishment  Act,  1963 

One  licence  authorising  the  keeping  of  a  boarding  establishment  for 
animals  was  granted.  Periodical  visits  were  made  but  no  action  was 
found  to  be  necessary  in  respect  of  the  maintenance  and  condition  of 
the  premises. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 


Table  A.  Registrations 


Class  of  Premises 

Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Registered 
Premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

_o 

27 

18 

Retail  Shops 

5 

57 

48 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 
Catering  establishments  open  to 

— 

3 

2 

the  public.  Canteens 

— 

12 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots 

1 

1 

Table  B.  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises  :  107. 

Table  C.  Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 
workplace. 


Class  of  Workplace 

Persons 

employed 

Offices 

142 

Retail  Shops  ... 

244 

Wholesale  Departments,  Warehouses 

26 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public 

58 

Canteens 

8 

Fuel  storage  depots  ... 

10 

Male  ... 

203 

Female 

285 

T"  OTAT 

■X.  v/  X  ilU  •••  •••  •••  •••  •  •  •  •••  •  •  s 

488 
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ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  H.  I.  Spratt,  c.eng.,  f.i.mum.e.,  a.m.t.p.i.,  m.r.s.h.,  reports  as 
follows  : — 

Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

The  sewage  disposal  plants  serving  Alvington  and  Woolaston,  St 
Bnavels  and  Tidenham  operated  successfully  throughout  the  year  ;  68 
new  properties  and  6  existing  properties  were  connected  to  the  sewerage 
system.  Samples  of  effluent  were  taken  from  these  plants  and  also  from 
the  Lydney  outiall  by  the  Severn  and  Wye  River  Authorities,  and 
satisfactory  analysis  reports  were  received.  From  investigations  it  be¬ 
came  very  apparent  that  the  plant  serving  Alvington  and  Woolaston  had 
reached  the  stage  where  the  overloading  justified  a  detailed  examination. 
This  was  carried  out,  and,  following  my  report  to  the  Committee, 
instructions  were  issued  to  the  Council’s  Consultant  Engineers  for 
their  advice  on  the  enlargement  of  these  works.  At  the  same  time  an 
opportunity  was  afforded  to  provide  satisfactory  storm  water  overflows 
to  relieve  the  surcharging  which  had  been  experienced  for  some  years 
The  Consultant  Engineers’  report  is  most  anxiously  awaited,  and  I 
sincerely  hope  that  the  enlargements  to  the  works  will  be  constructed 
at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

The  details  for  the  Lydney  drainage  scheme,  in  conjunction  with  the 
West  Dean  Rural  District  Council,  were  satisfactorily  concluded  and 
all  the  information  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Department  of  the 
Environment.  It  is  anticipated  that  an  early  investigation  will  be  held 
and  again  I  must  stress  the  urgency  of  this  scheme,  especially  in  so  far 
as  it  affects  the  Town  of  Lydney,  the  sewers  being  already  overloaded. 
It  is  wrong  in  this  day  and  age  for  crude  effluent  to  be  discharged  into 
the  River  Severn. 

Further  investigations  have  been  carried  out  of  trade  wastes  and 
was  hoped  that  these  would  have  been  concluded,  but  the  last  analyst’s 
report  showed  that  there  were  considerable  quantities  of  oil  being 
discharged  through  the  public  sewers  and  this  must  be  investigated 
and  located.  New  schemes  for  the  extension  of  the  sewers  to  the 
Industrial  Estate  were  prepared  by  the  Council’s  Consultant  Engineers, 
and  by  my  Department  for  the  Cross  Hands  and  Driffield  Road  area. 
The  formei  has  been  placed  out  to  tender  and  it  is  hoped  to  advertise 
for  estimates  early  in  the  new  year  for  the  Cross  Hands  and  Driffield 
Road  area. 

I  have  been  asked  to  investigate  the  possibility  of  extending  sewers 
into  St.  Briavels  Common  and  Woolaston  Common,  and  later  on  into 
Woodcroft,  and  to  give  a  feasibility  report  as  to  whether  it  would  be 
possible  for  some  small  scheme  to  be  prepared  for  Brockweir  Village. 
The  Brockweir  plans  are  progressing  satisfactorily  and  I  should  be 
reporting  to  my  Committee  early  in  the  new  year.  The  surface  water 
drainage  for  the  Lydney  area  continued  to  receive  attention  and  schemes 
were  prepared  for  the  trouble  spots.  It  was  hoped  that  the  majority  of 
those  works  would  be  carried  out  during  1971—1972,  but  it  became 
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apparent  that  the  limitation  of  capital  expenditure  under  Circular  2/70 
would  have  its  effects,  and  from  preliminary  investigations  it  is  fairly 
evident  that  only  a  small  section  of  the  work  could  be  carried  out  during 
the  coming  year. 

Refuse  Collection 

Weekly  refuse  collection  covers  the  whole  of  the  District  and  all 
materials  so  collected  are  disposed  of  on  the  tip  at  East  Marsh,  Lydney. 
It  is  amazing  how  quickly  areas  such  as  this  fill  up,  and  with  the  number 
of  capital  works  being  suspended,  the  supply  of  soil  for  covering  has 
become  very  scarce.  The  number  of  plastic  containers  and  sheets  of 
plastic  materials  are  creating  a  serious  problem  on  the  tip,  both  are 
indestructible  except  by  fire  and  undoubtedly  this  problem  will  become 
worse  in  the  future. 

Bathurst  Swimming  Baths 

Bathurst  Swimming  Baths  were  t*$ken  over  by  the  Council  from  the 
old  Committee,  set  up  at  its  foundation,  and  have  been  successfully 
operated  throughout  the  year.  Now  that  these  Baths  are  publicly 
operated  many  improvements  are  required,  and  certain  items  have  been 
put  forward  for  the  year’s  capital  expenditure  programme,  but  it  is 
too  early  at  this  stage  to  state  what  money  can  be  allocated  for  this 
purpose. 


HOUSING  PROGRESS 

Mr.  H.  I.  Spratt,  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  reports  as  follows  : — 


Thirty-three  Council  dwellings  were  completed  during  the  year,  and 
the  total  number  of  houses  erected  by  the  Authority  by  the  end  of  the 
year  is  as  follows  : 


Parish 

1970 

Pre-War 
and  up  to 
1946 

Post-War 

including 

1970 

Total 

Alvington 

— 

14 

47 

61 

Aylburton 

— 

8 

40 

48 

Hewelsfield  . . . 

— 

6 

10 

16 

Lydney 

22 

235 

407 

642 

St  Briavels 

10 

8 

42 

50 

Tidenham 

1 

50 

191 

241 

Woolaston 

— 

12 

61 

73 

Total 

33 

333 

00 

L'- 

1,131 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  Council  own  forty-one  properties  in 
Lydney,  six  at  Tidenham  and  one  in  Alvington.  Modernisation  schemes 
for  eighteen  of  these  properties  have  been  prepared,  of  which  nine  are 
completed  and  a  further  three  have  been  let  to  tender. 
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The  improvement  of  pre-war  houses  has  continued  and  a  further 
twenty  properties  have  been  improved  during  the  year. 


Private  Dwellings  completed  during  the  year 

Sixty-nine  dwellings  were  built  during  the  year  bringing  the  number 
built  since  the  War  to  1,233 . 


Parish 

Houses 

Bungalows 

•mmavTuntxarjUM-asaa^miK  w  «tnaaai  ian 

Flats 

Alvington 

1 

_ 

Aylburton 

5 

— 

— 

Hewelsfield  ... 

— _ 

— 

■  ■ 

Lydney 

16 

10 

— 

St  Briavels 

2 

4 

■ 

Tidenham 

1 

18 

_ 

Woolaston 

12 

— 

— 

Total  . 

37 

32 

— 

Improvement  Grants 

During  the  year  twenty-two  Standard  Grants  and  twelve  Discre¬ 
tionary  Grants  were  approved. 


Applicants  for  Council  Accommodation 
There  were  151  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
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NEWENT  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Committee 

Chairman  :  R.  S.  Chew 
Vice-Chairman  :  P.  Price 


Members  (at  May,  1970)  :  Councillors  Mrs.  A.  E.  Potts,  S.  J.  Ayland, 
J.  N.  Boyd,  J.  M.  Brooks,  W.  j.  Cummins,  F.  Dunn,  R.  P. 
Ovington,  J.  M.  Smith,  and  F.  A.  Windsor-Clive. 


Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  A.  T.  Hunt,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond).,  d.p.h., 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Engineer,  Surveyor  and  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

H.  S.  JENKINSON,  A.I.A.S.,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 
Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  Pests  Officer  : 

T.  A.  Chetwood 

Rodent  Operator  (part-time)  :  H.  P.  Hyett 


Statistics 

Population =9,770  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1970). 

Area  =  41,lll  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  =  3,355. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1970,  was  £206,267. 

Product  of  a  Id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1970,  was  £812  Is.  9d. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  147.  Number  of  Deaths  =  104. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  43. 

Birth  Rate  =  15.0  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.10  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  16.5. 
The  ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  1.03. 

Death  Rate=10.6  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  0.94  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  10.0.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  0.85. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitima 

te 

Illegitimate 

Totals 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Male 

Fem. 

Total 

Live  Births 

68 

71 

139 

2 

6 

8 

70 

77 

147 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants 

under  i  week 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1-4  weeks 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

4wks.-i  year 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses,  Mains  Water  Supply  and 
Sewerage 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Dwellings 

Prop 
connec 
Mains  Wa 

erties 
;ted  to 
ter  Supply 

Properties 
with  water 
closets 
connected 
to  sewer 

(i) 

Direct 

(ii) 

Standpipe 

Bromsberrow 

258 

74 

60 

_ 

52 

Corse 

494 

160 

153 

— 

49 

Dymock 

1,291 

435 

383 

1 

80 

Hartpury 

809 

243 

228 

— 

21 

Kempley 

287 

94 

76 

— 

— 

Newent 

3,810 

1,344 

1,256 

4 

880 

Oxenhall 

260 

73 

54 

— 

— 

Pauntley 

158 

54 

28 

— 

— 

Redmarley 

758 

281 

248 

— 

17 

Rudford 

249 

88 

69 

— 

— 

Staunton 

384 

132 

123 

— 

— 

Taynton 

423 

160 

127 

— 

— 

Tibberton 

373 

135 

129 

— 

90 

Upleadon 

216 

82 

70 

— 

— 

Totals 

9,770 

3,355 

3,004 

5 

1,189 

This  table  includes  59  caravan  sites  assessed  separately. 

The  North  West  Gloucestershire  Water  Board  supplies  all  the 
properties  on  the  mains  except  the  following  : 

The  South  West  Worcestershire  Water  Board  supplies  the  60 
properties  served  at  Bromsberrow,  52  properties  at  Dymock  and  20  at 
Redmarley. 


SURVEYOR  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S 

REPORT 

Mr.  H.  S.  Jenkinson  reports  as  follows  : 

Public  Health  Section 
Housing 

Slum  Clearance — Housing  Act,  1957.  Action  taken  during  1970 
Part  II 

1.  Sections  16/17 

(i)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 
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(ii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  accep¬ 
ted  that  : 

(a)  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  .  9 

(b)  the  houses  would  be  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction 

of  the  Local  Authority  .  4 

(iii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 

in  lieu  of  demolition  orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(iv)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  can¬ 

celled  after  necessary  work  had  been  completed  and 
houses  made  fit .  2 

2.  Section  18 

Closing  orders  on  parts  of  buildings  .  1 

3.  Section  24 

Demolition  orders  revoked  after  houses  involved  had  been 
made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

4.  Section  27 

Closing  orders  determined  after  premises  had  been  made  fit  1 

5.  Section  28 

Closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition  orders  substituted  — 

6.  Part  III 

Clearance  and  Re-development  .  — 

7.  Part  IV 

Abatement  of  Overcrowding .  16 


Rent  Act,  1957 

No  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were  received. 


Summary  of  Slum  Clearance  since  1955 

Closing  Orders  made  . 

Properties  improved  and  Orders  terminated 
Converted  to  Demolition  Orders  and  demolished 
Demolished  by  Owners  without  Demolition  Orders 

Remaining  closed  . 

Undertakings  accepted  . 

(a)  to  do  work  . 

(i)  work  finished  . 

(ii)  not  yet  done  . 

(b)  Not  to  use  for  human  habitation  . 

Demolition  orders  made  . 

(i)  reconstructed  . 

(ii)  demolished . 

(iii)  still  standing  . 

(iv)  used  for  other  purposes 

Total  number  dealt  with  . . 

Total  brought  back  into  use  . 
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20 

1 

6 

16 

67 

24 

10 

14 

43 

33 

3 

11 

16 

3 

145 
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Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

Thirty-one  caravan  sites  throughout  the  District  are  licensed  for 
thirty-six  caravans.  There  are  no  large  caravan  sites. 
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Meat 


Slaughterhouses 

There  are  two  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  :  one  at  Newent  and 
one  at  Dymock,  the  latter  being  used  only  occasionally.  All  slaughter 
houses  comply  with  the  Slaughterhouses  (Hygiene)  Regulations  and 
the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention  of  Cruelty)  Regulations. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

Seven  slaughtermen  are  licensed  in  the  District. 


Carcases  and  Offal  inspected  and  condemned  in  whole  or  in  part 


Cattle 

excl. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed 

90 

— 

— 

579 

203 

— 

Number  inspected  ... 

90 

— 

— 

579 

203 

— 

All  disease  except 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

1 

1 

1 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

6 

_____ 

_ 

22 

36 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than 
tuberculosis  and 
cysticerci 

7.8 

4.0 

17.7 

Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cysticercosis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meat  condemned  at  slaughterhouses  :  725  lbs. 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

This  Department  is  notified  when  shops  or  individuals  suspect  that 
items  of  food  are  unfit  for  human  consumption.  The  following  was 
voluntarily  surrendered  as  unfit  during  the  year  : 

Frozen  foods  .  394  lbs. 


Ice-Cream 

One  shop  is  registered  for  the  making  of  soft  ice-cream  and  36 
premises  were  registered  for  the  storage  and  sale  of  ice-cream  (pre¬ 
packed  in  every  case). 
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Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


Type  of  Business 

Total 

No. 

No.  of 
Inspec¬ 
tions 

Remarks 

Cafes  and  Canteens 

10 

8 

This  includes  school  canteens. 

Grocery  and 

Provision  shops 

34 

36 

This  includes  sweet  shops  and 
chemists  shops. 

Ice-cream  vendors 

36 

36 

Registered  under  S.i6  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Butchers  shops 

6 

30 

Two  Mobile  Traders  from  outside 
the  District  are  included.  Two 
are  registered  under  S.16  (b) 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 
(the  preparation  or  manufacture 
of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  food  inten¬ 
ded  for  sale). 

Fishmongers 

5 

5 

(This  includes  one  trader  with  two 
Mobile  vans).  There  are  two 
fried  fish  shops  in  Newent 

Bakehouses 

3 

3 

Licensed  premises 

20 

20 

All  in  good  hygienic  condition. 

Dairies 

3 

6 

Registered  under  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1959. 

Wholesale  premises 
(food  manufacture) 

2 

8 

Egg  Packing  and  Poultry  Dress¬ 
ing  Station. 

All  the  above  food  premises  comply  with  Regulations  16  and  19  of 
the  Food  Hygiene  (General)  Regulations,  1960,  i.e.  wash-hand  basins 
and  facilities  for  washing  food  and  equipment  are  provided. 


Bed  and  Breakfast  Establishments 

Seven  premises  have  been  visited,  four  of  them  farms,  producing 
milk  for  their  own  consumption.  Samples  of  milk  from  these  farm 
premises  have  been  taken  for  testing  and  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


Poultry  Dressing  Premises 

There  are  two  factories  carrying  out  poultry  dressing  and  periodic 
inspections  are  made.  In  one  case  it  was  found  necessary  to  ask  for 
improvements  to  be  carried  out.  The  work  was  outstanding  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 


Food  Hygiene  (Market,  Stalls  and  Delivery  Vehicles) 
Regulations,  1966 

Six  inspections  of  delivery  vehicles  were  carried  out  and  no  con¬ 
traventions  were  found. 
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Water  Supply 

No  wells  were  examined. 


Nuisances 

No  Statutory  Notices  for  the  statement  of  nuisances  were  served* 
but  27  nuisances  were  dealt  with  informally,  including  the  following  : — 

A  serious  nuisance  occurred  at  a  large  poultry  premises.  Poultry 
manure  from  battery  houses  was  collected  wet  and  dumped  into  a 
lagoon.  The  changeover  to  a  dry  method  of  collection  was  nearing 
completion  by  the  end  of  the  year  and  this  should  abate  the  nuisance. 

Three  complaints  of  nuisances  from  intensive  pig  breeding  premises 
were  dealt  with,  as  also  were  4  further  complaints  from  intensive 
poultry  breeding  or  egg  producing  premises. 


Factories  Act,  1961 
Part  1 

1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

fh  Factories  in  which  Sections 
i,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities 

2 

2 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  . 

26 

27 

(in)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  outworkers’  prem¬ 
ises)  ...  ...  ... 

7 

12 

Totals  . 

35 

42 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as  two, 
three  or  more  “  cases  ”). 


Particulars 

i 

Numbc 
n  which  deft 

:r  of  cases 
sets  were  foi 

ind 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.i) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3)  ... 

____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S.4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6)  ... 

_____ 

_ 

__ __ 

_____ 

____ 

Sanitary  Conven¬ 
iences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

-  --- 

____ 

_____ 

.  .. 

- 

5 

5 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- — 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

Totals . 

5 

5 

— 

1 

— 
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Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

Table  A.  Registrations 


Class  of  Premises 

Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Registered 
Premises 
at  end  of 
year 

Registered 
premises 
receiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices  . 

12 

18 

Retail  shops  . 

— 

24 

28 

Wholesale  shops,  warehouses  ... 

— 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to 
the  public,  Canteens 

2 

4 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

• '  - 

— 

— 

Table  B.  Number  of  visits  of  all  kinds  by  Inspectors  to  Registered 
Premises  :  88 


Table  C.  Analysis  of  persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 
workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 

Persons 

employed 

Offices . 

62 

Retail  shops  . 

83 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses  ... 

— 

Catering  establishments  open  to  the  public . 

6 

Canteens  . 

-  - 

Fuel  storage  depots  . 

— 

Male  . 

64 

Female . 

87 

Total  . 

151 

Agricultural  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

Eight  visits  were  made  ;  no  cause  for  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 


Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property  (Amend¬ 
ment)  Act,  1926. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-six  Land  Searches  passed  through  the 
Department  for  observation  and  checking. 


Milk  and  Dairies  (General)  Regulations,  1959 

There  are  ten  producer-retailers  and  ten  distributors  registered  with 
the  Council.  Three  outside  retailers  operate  within  the  District. 
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Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  to  which  these  Regulations 
apply. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

There  are  no  pet  shops  in  the  District. 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

There  are  three  premises,  one  at  Dymock,  one  at  Bromsberrow  and 
one  at  Upleadon  licensed  under  this  Act. 


Game  Act,  1831 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  District  licensed  under  this  Act. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949 

During  the  year  the  following  work  was  carried  out  : — 


Type  of  Property 

Non- 

Agricultural 

Agricultural 

1 

Number  of  properties  in  District 

2,747 

599 

2 

(a) 

Total  number  of  properties  (includ¬ 
ing  nearby  premises)  inspected 
following  notification 

58 

(b) 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  . . . 

58 

— 

(ii)  Mice 

— 

— 

3 

(a) 

Total  number  of  properties  in¬ 
spected  for  rats  and/or  mice  for 
reasons  other  than  notification  . . . 

296 

(b) 

Number  infested  by  (i)  Rats  ... 

— 

— 

(ii)  Mice 

' 

' 

When  the  Council  carries  out  treatments  at  private  dwellings  or 
business  premises  at  the  request  of  the  owner/occupier,  charges  are 
made  to  cover  the  full  cost  of  treatment,  except  in  the  case  of  old  age 
pensioners. 

The  Council  has  no  arrangements  to  carry  out  disinfestation  by 
contract. 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  1960 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 


Clean  Air  Act,  1956 

No  action  was  found  to  be  necessary. 
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SURVEYOR’S  SECTION 


Improvement  Grants 

Discretionary  Grants  for  conversion  or  improvement  of  housing 
accommodation. 

Applications  approved  : 

Conversions  .  — 

Improvements .  26 

Standard  Grants  for  improvement  of  dwellings  : 

Applicants  approved  .  23 

Grants  paid  after  completion  of  work  26 

Number  of  amenities  provided  :  baths  20,  wash-hand  basins  21, 

sinks  16,  hot  water  systems  24  and  water  closets  26. 


Refuse  Collection 

Collection  of  refuse  is  weekly  in  Newent  Town  and  fortnightly  over 
the  remainder  of  the  District.  During  the  year  the  Council  considered 
whether  a  weekly  collection  over  the  whole  District  was  necessary,  but 
decided  on  no  change. 


Civic  Amenities  Act 

Permission  was  given  for  approximately  37  loads  of  rubbish  to  be 
taken  privately  to  the  refuse  tips. 

Satisfactory  arrangements  have  been  made  for  a  private  scrap  metal 
dealer  to  remove  four  abandoned  cars  and  one  lorry  cab. 


Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Newent 

Over  1,000  yards  of  the  main  18  inch,  outfall  sewer  were  winched 
and  cleaned  out,  after  which  a  closed  circuit  television  inspection  was 
made.  Some  sections  were  found  to  be  cracked  but  no  major  water 
infiltration  was  located.  In  the  near  future,  relaying  or  alternatively 
sectional  relaying  and  complete  lining  will  be  necessary. 

Newent  ( Cleeve  Lane )  Sewage  Disposal  Works 

These  works  are  hydraulically  overloaded,  due  to  some  infiltration  of 
ground  water  into  the  sewers.  It  can  be  assumed  that  small  infiltrations, 
either  in  private  drains  or  lengths  of  sewer,  in  themselves  of  no  sig¬ 
nificance,  cumulatively  account  for  this  problem.  Newent  town,  in 
which  area  the  above  problem  occurs,  is  on  “  combined  ”  system.  All 
post-war  extensions  on  the  perimeter  have  been  sewered  on  the 
“  separate  ”  system. 

Samples  of  effluent  taken  are  persistently  of  excellent  quality. 

Taking  the  above  into  consideration,  the  Council  have  decided  to 
enlarge  the  works  only  after  the  Scarr  and  Upleadon  and  District 
schemes  have  been  carried  out. 
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The  position  at  the  Dymock,  Bromsberrow  Heath  and  Tibberton 
Sewage  Works  remain  unchanged. 

Eastern  Area  Sewerage  Scheme 

Following  the  enquiry  in  June,  1969,  into  the  above,  approval  to 
obtain  tenders  was  received  in  respect  of  the  whole  scheme,  which 
covers  parts  of  the  Parishes  of  Hartpury,  Corse,  Staunton  and  Red- 
marley  and  the  Parish  of  Ashleworth  in  Gloucester  Rural  District. 

The  sewage  works  will  be  sited  at  Pitts  Mill,  Staunton. 

Upleadon  and  District  Scheme 

There  is  a  public  health  need  for  a  sewage  system  at  Upleadon 
village.  A  scheme,  which  also  takes  in  part  of  Highleadon,  Brand  Green 
and  Pool  Hill  with  a  pumping  main  to  Newent  Works,  was  prepared 
and  under  consideration  by  the  Council  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Land  Settlement  Association  Estate 

Following  the  request  by  the  Land  Settlement  Association  that 
main  drainage  be  provided,  a  scheme  was  prepared  for  dealing  with  95 
properties,  of  which  76  are  Land  Settlement  Association  owned. 
Approval  to  obtain  tenders  was  received.  Sewage  will  be  pumped  to 
Newent  (Cleeve  Lane)  Works. 

Septic  Tanks 

The  Council  introduced,  in  1969,  a  scheme  for  an  annual  payment 
of  £2  to  householders  towards  the  cost  of  emptying  septic  tanks  not 
within  100  ft.  of  a  public  sewer. 

The  number  of  occupants  taking  advantage  of  this  is  gradually 
increasing,  approximately  25  per  cent  applied  for  the  contribution 
during  the  year. 


Petroleum  (Consolidation)  Act,  1928 

Forty-four  licences  for  bulk  storage  were  issued. 

Petroleum  (Carbide  of  Calcium)  Order,  1929 

No  licences  were  issued. 

Street  Cleansing 

The  County  Council,  as  Highway  Authority,  are  responsible  for 
sweeping  roads  and  the  District  Council  for  providing  and  emptying 
litter  bins. 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

Nine  dealers  were  registered  under  this  Act. 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS 


Mr.  H.  S.  Jenkinson  reports  as  follows  on  the  number  of  houses 
completed  : — 


Council  Houses 

The  remaining  dwellings  at  Bromsberrow  Health/Vauxhall  sites  were 
completed,  also  33  three-bedroom  houses,  being  Stage  I  of  the  Bury 
Bar  contract. 


Parish 

1970 

Pre-war 

Post-war 

including 

1970 

Total 

Bromsberrow  ... 

- - 

6 

4 

10 

Corse  ... 

— 

6 

20 

26 

Dymock 

4 

17 

57 

74 

Hartpury 

— 

10 

11 

21 

Kempley 

— 

4 

12 

16 

Newent 

35 

67 

244 

311 

Oxenhall 

— 

— 

6 

6 

Pauntley 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Redmarley 

- — 

8 

16 

24 

Rudford 

— 

— 

4 

4 

Staunton 

— 

6 

6 

12 

Taynton 

— 

8 

7 

15 

Tibberton 

— - 

2 

4 

6 

Upleadon 

— 

6 

6 

12 

Totals 

39 

140 

397 

537 

Improvements  to  Council  Houses 

Kitchens,  lobbies  and  bathrooms  at  six  houses  were  plastered. 


Applications  for  Council  Accommodation 

There  were  190  applicants  for  Council  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Private  Houses 

Forthy-three  private  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  making  a 
total  of  six  hundred  and  seventy-six  during  the  post-war  period. 
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WEST  DEAN  MURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Public  Health  Committee 


Chairman  :  W.  G.  Morgan 


Members  (at  May,  1970)  :  Councillors  Miss  J.  E.  Davies,  Mrs.  T.  E. 
Beddis,  C.  G.  Cooke,  A.  Cooper,  C.  J.  Cooper,  G.  S.  G.  Nash, 
W.  J.  Neale,  E.  S.  Morgan,  F.  D.  Smith,  W.  O.  G.  Whittington 
and  Rev.  D.  Williams. 


Public  Health  Staff 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  :  A.  T.  Hunt,  m.b.,  b.s.  (lond.),  d.p.h. 

M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  :  W.  T.  Bebb,  m.a.p.h.i., 

Additional  Public  Health  Inspector  :  J.  Buchan,  cert.  r.  san.  assoc. 

SCOTLAND. 

Assistant  to  the  Public  Health  Inspector  :  E.  T.  Nelmes. 


Statistics 

Population  =17,660  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  at  mid  1970). 

Area =24, 140  acres. 

Number  of  inhabited  dwellings  =  6,343. 

Rateable  Value  on  the  1st  April,  1970,  was  £445,140. 

Product  of  a  Id.  Rate  on  the  31st  March,  1970,  was  £1,758  9s.  5d. 

Number  of  Live  Births  =  287.  Number  of  Deaths  =  246. 

Excess  of  Births  over  Deaths  =  41. 

Birth  Rate=16.3  live  births  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by 
the  area  comparability  factor  of  1.04  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  17.0. 
The  ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  1.06. 

Death  Rate  =13.9  deaths  per  1,000  population.  When  this  is  multiplied  by  the 
area  comparability  factor  of  0.97  this  gives  an  adjusted  rate  of  13.5.  The 
ratio  of  this  adjusted  rate  to  the  national  rate  is  1.15. 


Births  and  Infantile  Deaths 


Legitimate 

Ill 

egitima 

te 

Totals 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Male 

Fern. 

Total 

Live  Births 

143 

131 

274 

7 

6 

13 

150 

137 

287 

Still  Births 
Deaths  of 
infants 
under  i  wk. 

4 

2 

6 

4 

2 

6 

i  >4  weeks 
4wks.-i  yr. 
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Population,  Number  of  Houses  and  Mains  Water  Supply 


Parish 

Estimated 

Population 

Number  of 
Dwellings 

Properties 
Mains  Ws 

(i) 

Direct 

:onnected  to 
iter  Supply 

(ii) 

Standpipe 

West  Dean  R.D 

Coleford 

3,561 

1,162 

1,157 

English  Bicknor 

457 

137 

137 

_ _ 

Lydbrook 

2,468 

826 

812 

2 

Newland 

967 

332 

320 

2 

Staunton 

207 

74 

72 

West  Dean  Parish 

Berry  Hill 

1,731 

607 

589 

-- 

Bream 

2,272 

857 

847 

____ 

Broadwell 

1,547 

606 

600 

Ellwood 

573 

209 

206 

_ 

Milkwall 

796 

254 

253 

Parkend 

634 

219 

219 

■  ■ 

Pillowell 

399 

149 

144 

2 

Viney  Hill 

381 

142 

138 

Whitecroft 

563 

213 

210 

_ 

Yorkley 

1,104 

422 

420 

— 

Total  W.D.  Parish 

10,000 

3,678 

3,626 

2 

Total  West  Dean 

Rural  District 

17,660 

6,209 

6,124 

6 

Mr.  E*  T.  Neimes  supplied  me  with  the  number  of  dwellings  and  the 
properties  connected  to  the  mains  water  supply  for  the  above  table. 
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Caravans 


Parish 

Number  of  Caravans 

Licensed 

Exempt 

from 

Licensing 

Connectec 

Water 

(i) 

Direct 

to  Mains 
Supply 

(ii) 

Standpipe 

West  Dean  R.D. 

Coleford 

37 

— 

37 

— 

English  Bicknor 

3 

— 

3 

— 

Lydbrook 

4 

1 

4 

— 

Newland 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Staunton 

— 

— 

— 

— 

West  Dean  Parish 

Berry  Hill 

17 

2 

17 

— 

Bream 

4 

— 

3 

1 

Broadwell 

3 

3 

3 

— 

Ellwood 

8 

1 

8 

— 

Milkwall 

38 

1 

38 

— 

Parkend 

— 

1 

— 

- - 

Pillowell 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Viney  Hill 

o 

2 

2 

— 

Whitecroft 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yorkley 

3 

1 

3 

— 

Total  W.D.  Parish 

76 

11 

75 

1 

Total  West  Dean 

Rural  District 

122 

12 

121 

1 

Mr.  Nelmes  was  responsible  for  this  table. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT 
Mr.  W.  T.  Bebb  reports  as  follows  : 

Housing 

Slum  Clearance— Housing  Act,  1957*  Action  taken  during  1970. 
1.  Sections  16/17 

(i)  (a)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  ¥/ere 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 8 

(b)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  demolition  orders  were 

were  substituted  after  violation  of  undertakings  1 

(ii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  accepted 
that  : 

(a)  the  houses  would  not  be  used  for  human  habi¬ 
tation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  the  houses  would  be  made  fit  to  the  satisfaction  of 

the  Local  Authority  .  4 
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(iii)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  closing  orders  were  made 

in  lieu  of  demolition  orders  ...  o 

(iv)  Houses  in  respect  of  which  undertakings  were  can¬ 

celled  after  necessary  work  had  been  completed  and 
houses  made  fit .  _ 

2.  Section  18 

Closing  orders  on  parts  of  buildings  .  _ 

3.  Section  24 

Demolition  orders  revoked  after  houses  involved  had  been 
made  fit  .  * 

4.  Section  27 

Closing  orders  determined  after  premises  had  been  made  fit  1 

5.  Section  28 

Closing  orders  revoked  and  demolition  orders  substituted  6 

6.  Part  III 

Clearance  and  Re-development  .  — 

7.  Part  IV 

Abatement  of  Overcrowding .  — 


Demolition  of  Condemned  Properties 

Thirty-eight  houses  were  demolished  during  the  year  and  many 
others  were  in  various  stages  of  demolition  when  the  year  ended. 

Two  houses  were  demolished  in  default  of  action  by  the  owners. 


Housing  Programmes 

The  Council  agreed  at  the  beginning  of  the  year  to  include  a  total  of 
100  houses  in  their  third  Slum  Clearance  Programme,  all  to  be  dealt 
with  within  a  period  of  four  years. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  31  of  these  had  been  condemned. 


The  following  is  a  Summary  of  action  taken  since  the 

commence- 

ment 

of  the  First  Programme  in  1955. 

Dealt  with 

1. 

Subject  to  demolition  orders  . 

39 

2. 

Subject  to  closing  orders . 

11 

3. 

Subject  to  undertakings 

28 

(a)  to  repair  . 

27 

(b)  not  to  use  . 

14 

4. 

In  clearance  areas . 

23 

5. 

By  certificate  of  M.O.H.  (Council  owned) 

8 

6. 

By  agreement  (Crown  owned)  . . . 

6 

7. 

In  programmes  but  dealt  with  unofficially 

44 

569 
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Renovated 

8.  Demolition  orders  revoked  after  properties  were  made 
fir 

^ ^ t  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

9.  Closing  orders  determined  after  properties  were  made 

fit . 

10.  Undertakings  cancelled  after  properties  were  made  fit 

11.  In  programme  but  made  fit  without  formal  action 


36 

18 

27 

44 
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Demolished 

12.  Demolished  since  1955  (but  not  necessarily  condemned 

since  that  date)  . 

Still  Standing 

13.  Properties  still  standing  (some  condemned  before  1955) 

(i)  Subject  to  demolition  orders  . 

(ii)  Subject  to  closing  orders . 

(iii)  Subject  to  undertakings 

(a)  to  repair  . 

(b)  not  to  use  . 

(iv)  In  clearance  areas . 


377 


83 

65 

6 

14 

22 

190 


14.  Of  the  190  properties  still  standing  the  following  are,  for 
various  reasons,  still  occupied  : 

(i)  Subject  to  demolition  orders  . 

(ii)  Subject  to  closing  orders . 

(iii)  Subject  to  undertakings 

(a)  to  repair  . 

(b)  not  to  use  . 

(iv)  In  clearance  areas  . 


21 

6 

1 

2 

3 
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Improvement  Grants 

Discretionary  Grant  applications  are  dealt  with  by  the  Engineer  and 
Surveyor’s  Department,  but  Standard  Grant  inspections  are  carried 
out  jointly  with  the  Public  Health  Department  in  order  that  the  fitness 
of  the  property  may  be  judged  and  any  additional  repair  work,  considered 
necessary  to  ensure  that  the  property  will  be  fit  for  not  less  than  15 
years,  may  be  required  as  a  condition  of  the  grant. 

During  the  year,  fifty-five  properties  were  inspected  following 
enquiries  in  respect  of  Standard  Grants,  and  additional  repair  work 
was  required  by  the  Public  Health  Department  in  forty-nine  cases. 

In  addition  work,  on  the  improvement  of  dwellings  with  the  aid 
of  Standard  Grants  was  inspected  in  twenty-three  cases  and  found  to 
be  satisfactorily  completed. 
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Water  Supply 

No  water  samples  were  taken  during  the  year  as  routine  sampling 
is  regularly  undertaken  by  the  North-West  Gloucestershire  Water 
Board  and  the  results  notified  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Milk  and  Dairies 

Register  of  Dairies 

The  number  of  registered  dairies  (other  than  those  situated  at  dairy 
farms  which  are  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  Fisheries 
and  Food)  remained  at  six. 

Register  of  Milk  Distributors 

Number  on  the  Register  at  the  beginning  of  1970  ...  15 

Removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year  .  — 

Added  to  the  Register  during  the  year  .  1 

Total  number  of  registered  distributors  .  16 

The  sixteen  registered  retailers  are  supplied  by  three  large  dairies 
situated  outside  the  District.  Milk  is  also  sold  in  the  District  by  a 
number  of  distributors  operating  from  premises  in  other  local  authority 
areas. 

Nine  dairy  farms  also  retail  milk  in  the  District. 


Ice-Cream 

Register  of  Ice-Cream  premises 

Number  on  Register  at  the  beginning  of  1970 
Removed  from  the  Register  during  the  year 
Added  to  the  Register  during  the  year 
Total  number  of  registered  premises 


92 

2 

6 

96 


Of  the  ninety-six  premises,  two  are  registered  for  storage  only  and 
two  for  manufacture,  the  remainder  being  registered  for  sale  and 
storage.  The  two  manufactures  use  the  “  cold-mix  ”  method. 


Food  Hygiene 

The  following  is  a  brief  analysis  of  the  food  premises  in  the  District  : 


Category 

Number 

Number  fitted 
to  comply  with 
Regulation  16* 

Number  fitted 
to  comply  with 
Regulation  19! 

Bakers 

6 

6 

6 

Butchers 

17 

17 

17 

Caterers 

22 

22 

22 

Chemists 

4 

4 

3 

Fish  and  Chip  Fryers  . . . 

5 

5 

5 

Fishmongers 

1 

1 

1 

General  Shopkeepers  ... 

74 

74 

74 

Grocers  ... 

28 

28 

28 

Sweet  Shopkeepers 

7 

7 

7 

Totals  . 

164 

164 

163 
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*  Regulation  16  relates  to  the  provision  of  personal  washing  facilities 
and 

j  Regulation  19  relates  to  the  provision  of  facilities  for  washing 
equipment  and  food. 

All  the  premises  to  which  Regulation  19  applies  are  fitted  to  comply 
therewith. 

During  the  year  visits  were  made  to  102  shops  and  although  standards 
continue  to  improve  generally  there  are  still  aspects  of  the  retail  food 
trade  which  give  rise  to  concern  .Some  of  the  complaints  received 
regarding  unsound  food  indicated  inefficient  stock  rotation.  While 
there  is  little  excuse  for  such  negligence  in  the  case  of  supermarkets 
and  other  large  shops  with  a  quicker  rate  of  turnover  and,  it  is  hoped, 
efficient  and  experienced  administration,  the  same  does  not  always 
apply  to  the  small  village  store.  Many  such  one-man  undertakings 
often  have  no  employees  and  the  proprietors  may  have  received  no 
training,  either  practical  or  theoretical,  in  their  trade.  The  advantages 
and  d  sadvantages  of  date-stamping  pre-packed  foodstuffs  received 
considerable  press  and  television  coverage  during  the  year  and  while 
such  a  practice  may  have  some  drawbacks  there  is  little  doubt  that  it 
would  benefit  many  small  shopkeepers  and  their  customers. 


Meat  and  other  Food  Inspection 

The  following  foodstuffs  were  inspected  at  various  premises  in  the 
District  and  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  for  the  reasons 
stated  : — 


1-11  lbs.  can  cooked  ham 

66  lbs.  cod  fillets  . 

28  lbs.  herrings  . 

39-6  ozs.  cartons  yogurt 
33-6  ozs.  cartons  double  cream 
9  steak  and  kidney  pies 

9  puff  pastries  . 

13 J  lbs.  topside  beef . 

1  -  13  lbs.  can  cooked  ham  ... 

35  lbs.  cured  cod  fillets 
205  packets  various  frozen  foodstuffs 
(79£  lbs.)  . 


decomposition 

decomposition 

decomposition 

decomposition 

decomposition 

mould 

mould 

bone  taint 

decomposition 

decomposition 

temperature  rise 
following  refrigerator 
breakdown 


Total  weight  of  foodstuffs  surrendered  :  2  cwts.  55|  lbs. 


A  number  of  complaints  were  received  from  members  of  the  public 
regarding  foodstuffs  found  to  be  unfit  for  consumption  after  purchase. 

A  pre-packed  bacon  joint  was  found,  on  cooking,  to  be  sour  and  it 
appeared  probable  that  the  wrapping  film  had  become  punctured  thus 
allowing  the  ingress  of  air  and  resultant  decomposition. 

A  can  of  corned  beef  was  found  to  contain  a  small  fly  when  opened. 
The  can  had  been  packed  in  Tanganyika  for  a  British  company,  whose 
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representative  gave  details  of  the  precautions  taken  against  insects  at 
the  factories  producing  their  products. 

A  complaint  was  received  regarding  a  small  consignment  of  meat 
pies  delivered  to  a  public  house  in  the  District.  On  examination  the  pies 
were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  by  reason  of  mould 
growth.  The  pies  were  manufactured  by  a  large  bakery  in  South  Wales 
and  distributed  from  a  depot  in  Gloucester  to  premises  in  this  District. 
The  company’s  procedure  was  that  out  of  date  stock  was  to  be  broken 
up  and  returned  to  the  factory  but  apparently  these  instructions  were 
not  complied  with  on  this  occasion  and  a  batch  of  returned  stale  pies 
were  inadvertently  delivered  to  the  public  house  concerned.  Following 
this  incident  the  supervisor  of  the  distribution  depot  was  dismissed  by 
the  company  and  deliveries  are  now  undertaken  from  another  depot. 

A  complaint  was  received  from  a  resident  in  the  District  regarding  a 
packet  of  biscuits  which  was  found  to  be  infested  with  small  beetles . 
The  beetles  were  identified  as  Spider  Beetles  ( Ptinus  tectus).  Investi¬ 
gations  at  the  retail  shop  and  enquiries  at  the  company’s  head  office 
showed  that  the  packet  of  biscuits  had  been  in  stock  for  over  twelve 
months  and  a  further  seven  packets,  still  unsold,  were  in  the  same 
condition.  These  were  immediately  withdrawn  from  sale. 

A  loaf  of  bread  was  found  to  contain  a  patch  of  grease.  Similar 
instances  have  been  noted  in  the  past,  these  being  due  to  grease  on  the 
production  machinery  finding  its  way  into  the  dough. 

The  colour  of  a  bottled  proprietary  blackcurrant  drink  was  found  to 
have  a  brownish  tint,  in  place  of  the  normal  purple-red  hue.  A  discussion 
with  the  head  chemist  of  the  manufacturing  company  provided  the 
explanation  that  the  original  red  colouring  agent  used  in  the  manu¬ 
facture  of  the  product  had  been  withdrawn  from  the  list  of  permitted 
colouring  agents.  The  colouring  agent  now  used  in  its  place  was 
responsible  for  the  appearance  of  a  brownish  tint  in  the  product  after  a 
period  of  over  six  months.  The  altered  appearance  of  the  drink  did  not 
affect  its  fitness  for  human  consumption  but  was  obviously  detrimental 
to  its  sales  appeal.  The  bottle  in  question  was  found  to  have  been  pro¬ 
duced  almost  eleven  months  prior  to  sale  although  the  retail  shop, 
where  it  was  purchased,  was  situated  less  than  one  mile  from  the 
production  factory  ;  another  example  of  unsatisfactory  stock  rotation. 

A  packet  of  apple  turnovers  purchased  at  a  local  store  was  found  to 
be  unfit  for  human  consumption  by  reason  of  mould  growth.  Although 
the  store  manager  and  the  sales  manager  of  the  manufacturing  company 
alleged  that  the  permitted  shelf  life  of  this  product  was  only  two  days, 
the  appearance  of  these  turnovers  suggested  they  were  considerably 
older  than  this.  It  appeared  probable  that  carelessness  at  the  distri¬ 
bution  depot  was  the  cause  of  the  product  being  delivered  for  sale  in 
this  condition. 

The  foregoing  instances  show  that  many  of  the  unsatisfactory 
conditions  which  arise  in  foodstuffs  may  be  attributed  to  the  human 
factor,  principally  carelessness  on  the  part  of  delivery  salesmen  and 
lack  of  managerial  control  in  stock  rotation.  The  human  error  will 
never  be  eliminated  from  food  processing  and  handling  but  a  combi- 
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nation  of  such  factors  as  refrigerated  storage,  automated  manufacture 
etc.,  will  undoubtedly  minimise  the  risk. 


Slaughterhouses 

As  there  are  no  licensed  slaughterhouses  in  the  District  no  regular 
meat  inspection  is  carried  out.  Occasionally  requests  are  received  to 
examine  meat  in  retail  butchers’  shops  where  abnormalities  are  sus¬ 
pected.  Only  one  such  request  was  received  during  the  year  in  respect 
of  a  joint  of  imported  meat  having  bone  taint. 

Public  Health  Act,  1936  and  1961 

A  considerable  number  of  complaints  were  received  during  the  year 
relating  to  a  wide  variety  of  subjects.  Probably  the  highest  percentage 
of  nuisances  were  caused  by  the  malfunctioning  of  septic  tanks.  These 
nuisances  unfortunately  are  likely  to  increase  as  permission  is  given 
for  more  and  more  properties  to  be  erected,  dependent  on  septic  tank, 
in  areas  where  septic  tanks  just  will  not  function.  Planning  Consent  and 
approval  under  the  Building  Regulations  cannot  normally  be  withheld 
although  it  is  known  both  by  this  Council  and  the  Planning  Authority 
that  because  of  the  nature  of  the  subsoil  and  other  like  considerations, 
nuisance  is  almost  inevitable.  In  most  cases  to  endeavour  to  advise  on 
the  means  of  abating  a  nuisance  on  such  sites,  after  the  nuisance  has 
arisen,  is  an  impossible  task  and  it  is  obvious  that  powers  should  be 
available  to  prevent  their  development. 

Formal  action,  which  is  sometimes  necessary,  very  often  results  in 
a  curtailment  in  the  use  of  the  amenities  in  the  building  or  in  the 
employment  of  private  contractors  at  frequent  intervals  and  at  excessive 
expenditure,  to  empty  the  septic  tanks. 

The  trouble  involved  with  such  properties  is  extremely  annoying  to 
the  owner,  particularly  where  speculative  development  is  involved  and 
where  in  most  cases  the  unwitting  purchaser  assumes  that  satisfactory 
provision  for  sewage  disposal  has  been  made,  as  the  plans  have  been 
approved  under  the  Building  Regulations  and  the  building  supervised 
by  the  Building  Inspector. 

The  prime  factor  in  any  aspect  of  environmental  pollution  is,  un¬ 
doubtedly,  prevention.  To  allow  pollution  to  occur,  which  can 
readily  be  anticipated,  affords  an  unnecessary  hazard  to  the  health  of 
the  community. 

Frequent  complaints  are  received  regarding  the  presence  of  dead 
sheep  on  public  highways.  In  those  cases  where  the  owners  can  be 
traced  the  police  require  them  to  remove  the  offending  carcases  but  in 
a  number  of  instances  the  sheep  bear  no  markings  and  arrangements 
have  to  be  made  for  the  refuse  collection  employees  to  dispose  of  the 
dead  animals.  Traditions  die  hard,  particularly  where  alleged 
“  Commoners’  Rights  ”  are  involved,  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
practice  of  running  sheep  in  the  Forest  with  all  its  attendant  hazards, 
will  soon  cease. 
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A  complaint  was  received  regarding  an  infestation  of  bed  bugs  in  a 
Council  house.  On  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  adjoining 
dwelling  was  also  heavily-infested  but  the  original  source  of  infestation 
was  not  pinpointed.  This  was  the  first  reported  presence  of  bed  bugs  in 
the  District  for  many  years  and  elimination  was  satisfactorily  achieved. 


Factories  Act,  1961 
Part  1 


I.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspect’ns 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sec¬ 
tions  i,  2,  3,  4  and  6  are 
to  be  enforced  by  Local 
Authorities 

(ii)  Factories  not  included 
in  (i)  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

70 

56 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which 
Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex¬ 
cluding  out-workers’ 
premises) 

Totals  . 

70 

56 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  (Defects  discovered  at 
the  premises  on  two  three  or  more  separate  occasions  are  reckoned  as 
two,  three  or  more  “  cases  ”) 


Particulars 

; 

Numbe 
n  which  def 

:r  of  cases 
ects  were  for 

ind 

1 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosec’tns 
were 

instituted 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanli¬ 
ness  (S.i) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 
(S.2)  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 
temperature 
(S.3)  . 

_____ 

_____ 

_____ 

■  , 

Inadequate  ven¬ 
tilation  (S. 4)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drain¬ 
age  of  floors 
(S.6)  . 

_ ___ 

_____ 

.... 

-  -  - 

Sanitary  Conven- 
veniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable 
or  defective 

(c)  Not  separate 
for  sexes  ... 

----- 

_____ 

---  -  - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences 
against  the  Act 
(not  including 
offences  relating 
to  Out-work) 

Total . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Section  8 

Factory  premises  registered  at  the  commencement  of  1970  ...  70 

Premises  added  to  Register  during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  removed  from  Register  during  the  year  .  8 

Number  of  registered  factory  premises  at  the  end  of  1970  ...  65 


Section  133 

The  number  of  outworkers  residing  in  the  District  was  returned  at 
165,  all  of  whom  were  in  the  employ  of  a  local  metal  fastener  manu¬ 
facturing  company. 
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General 


Caravan  Sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  1960 

Section  25 

Details  from  Register  of  Site  Licences 
Number  on  Register  at  the  end  of  1969 

Removed  from  Register  at  the  end  of  1969  because  of  expiry 

of  licence  . 

_  #  •••  •••  ••• 

On  Register  at  the  commencement  of  1970 
Registered  (including  renewals)  during  1970 

Expired  during  1970  . 

On  Register  at  the  end  of  1970  . 

Comprising  : 

Holiday  Sites  . 

Residential  Sites 


17 

43 

17 

60 

2 
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4  he  58  residential  site  licences  authorise  the  stationing  of  133 
caravans.  The  maximum  number  of  caravans  known  to  have  occupied 
these  sites  in  1970  was  122. 


First  Schedule  (Paragraph  1) 

Twelve  caravans  claimed  exemption  under  this  clause. 

Twro  caravans  were  illegally  occupying  sites  where  licences  had 
expired  when  the  year  ended. 


Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Acts,  1949-54 
Summary  of  activities  during  1970  : 


Type  of 

Premises  Treated 

Number  of 
Premises  Treated 

Type  of  Infestation 

Rats 

Mice 

Agricultural 

5 

5 

Business  ... 

15 

15 

Domestic 

194 

192 

2 

Local  Authority 

16 

15 

1 

230 

227 

3 

In  addition  to  this,  the  bi-annual  maintenance  treatments  were 
carried  out  on  the  Coleford  Old  Culvert  System  and  the  Lydbrook 
Culvert,  in  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food. 

The  biennial  test  baiting  of  the  post-war  sewerage  network  also 
took  place  when  10  per  cent  of  the  total  manholes  were  test-baited. 
The  results  were  negative. 


Civic  Amenities  Act,  1967 

Removal  and  Disposal  of  Vehicles  Regulations ,  1968 

Because  of  the  special  nature  of  the  District  and  its  attendant  prob¬ 
lems  of  administrative  overlapping,  an  arrangement  was  reached  early 
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in  the  year  between  the  Forestry  Commission  and  the  Local  Authority, 
defining  the  areas  for  which  each  would  be  responsible  for  the  enforce- 
ment  of  the  above  Regulations. 

It  was  agreed  that  all  built  up  areas  would  be  dealt  with  by  the  Council 
and  the  Forest  generally  would  be  controlled  by  the  Commission. 

The  following  is  a  resume  of  the  action  which  was  necessary  to  keep 
the  built  up  areas  of  the  Forest  of  Dean  reasonably  clear  of  abandoned 
vehicles. 

Number  of  abandoned  vehicles  removed  in  default  of  notices 
served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  abandoned  vehicles  removed  by  owners  before 

expiration  of  notices  served  .  18 

Number  of  abandoned  vehicles  removed  as  a  result  of  in¬ 
formal  action  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  abandoned  vehicles  owned  by  Council  House 
tenants,  or  abandoned  on  Council  owned  land,  removed 
following  action  by  the  Housing  Officer  .  5 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  Act,  1964 

The  number  of  scrap  metal  dealers  registered  with  the  Council 
increased  to  eleven,  one  additional  dealer  being  registered  for  the  first 
time  during  the  year.  Liaison  with  the  Police  and  Planning  Authoritiy 
ensures  that  each  authority  has  accurate  records  of  all  dealers  trading 
in  the  District. 

Rent  Act,  1957 

No  application  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  was  received  during  the 
year. 

Liquid  Egg  (Pasteurisation)  Regulations,  1963 
There  are  no  egg  pasteurisation  plants  in  the  District. 

Poultry  Inspection 

There  are  no  poultry-dressing  establishments  in  the  District. 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare  Provisions)  Act,  1956 

Large  tracts  of  the  District  are  comprised  of  deciduous  and  con¬ 
iferous  woodlands  vested  in  the  Forestry  Commission.  Consequently 
the  extent  of  the  farmland  is  relatively  restricted  and  most  of  the 
agricultural  units  are  small,  employing  only  one  or  two  farmworkers. 
Adequate  sanitary  accommodation  is  provided  in  those  cases  where  it 
is  required. 

Petroleum  Spirit  and  Calcium  Carbide 

Number  of  premises  licensed  to  store  petroleum  spirit  ...  51 

Number  of  premises  licensed  to  store  calcium  carbide  ...  — 
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Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1958 

No  applications  for  licences  to  slaughter  animals  were  received 
during  the  year. 


Game  Act,  1831 

No  dealers’  licences  under  this  Act  were  issued  during  the  year. 


Land  Charges  Act,  1925,  as  amended  by  the  Law  of  Property 
(Amendment)  Act,  1926 

Many  enquiries  were  received  relating  to  Official  Searches.  In  some 
cases  inspection  of  the  property  was  involved. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

One  licence  was  issued  during  the  year,  authorising  the  use  of 
premises  in  Coleford  as  a  Pet  Shop. 


Animal  Boarding  Establishments  Act,  1963 

One  licence,  subject  to  certain  conditions,  was  issued  to  an  applicant 
at  Joyford,  authorising  the  use  of  premises  as  boarding  kennels  for 
dogs. 


Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

A  total  of  over  90  visits  was  made  to  registered  premises  during  the 
year  for  the  purpose  of  general  inspections,  follow-up  inspections  and 
advisory  visits. 

Of  the  three  premises  receiving  initial  general  inspections  the  defects 
found  were  of  a  minor  nature  such  as  lack  of  thermometer  and  no 
abstract  of  the  Act  posted.  However,  it  was  found,  in  the  case  of  an 
office,  that  no  intervening  ventilated  space  was  provided  between  the 
watercloset  compartment  and  the  manager’s  office.  This  matter  was 
rectified  without  delay  when  brought  to  the  attention  of  the  owner. 

None  of  the  premises  registered  under  the  Act  is  equipped  with 
hoists  or  lifts,  consequently  no  experience  has  been  obtained  in  the 
implementation  of  the  regulations  governing  these  conditions. 

With  regard  to  the  notification  of  accidents  under  Section  48,  none 
has  yet  been  reported  to  this  Authority.  Verbal  reminders  regarding 
their  obligations  in  this  respect  are  given  to  employers  during  the 
course  of  inspections  and  in  1969  a  circular  letter  was  sent  to  every 
employer,  whose  premises  came  within  the  scope  of  the  Act,  explaining 
the  requirements  regarding  accident  notification.  It  was  also  suggested 
in  this  circular  that  employers  obtain  a  small  supply  of  accident  report 
forms  in  order  to  prevent  any  undue  delay  in  the  event  of  an  accident 
occurring  on  their  premises. 

No  complaints  were  received  from  employees  in  registered  premises, 
during  the  year. 
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Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

The  weekly  kerbside  collection  of  refuse  continued  with  few  set¬ 
backs  during  the  year.  Such  difficulties  that  did  arise  were  due  to  minor 
mechanical  breakdowns  which  necessitated  slight  alterations  in 
schedules. 

The  disposal  of  refuse  presented  no  problems  due  mainly  to  the 
isolated  situation  of  the  large  disused  quarry  in  which  the  refuse  tip  is 
located.  As  there  are  no  dwellings  in  the  proximity  of  the  quarry  it 
has  been  found  possible  to  burn  the  combustible  material  in  the  refuse 
as  it  is  tipped.  This  practice,  in  addition  to  reducing  the  bulk  of  the 
refuse,  lessens  the  risk  of  internal  combustion  in  the  future  and  has 
resulted  in  a  marked  decrease  in  the  numbers  of  flies  which  were  to  be 
found  on  the  tip  during  the  summer  months. 

This  quarry  should  provide  adequate  tipping  space  for  several  more 
years  and  there  are  other  similar  quarries  in  the  area  which  could  be 
utilised  for  this  purpose  in  the  future. 


Clean  Air  Act,  1958 

Only  one  complaint  was  received  regarding  the  emission  of  smoke 
from  a  local  charcoal-manufacturing  factory.  Following  discussion  with 
the  management  no  other  complaints  were  received. 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  the  emission  of 
dust  from  stone-crushing  and  drying  plant  at  local  quarries.  Inefficiency 
in  the  maintenance  of  dust-extraction  equipment  is  undoubtedly  an 
important  factor  regarding  this  nuisance. 


Noise  Abatement  Act,  1988 

No  complaints  were  received  regarding  noise  nuisance  during  the 
year. 


ENGINEER  AND  SURVEYOR’S  REPORT 

Mr.  H.  Parks,  b.e.m.,  c.eng.,  f.i.  mun.e.,  m.inst.  p.h.e.  m.inst.  h.e., 
reports  as  follows  : — 

1.  Housing 

The  number  of  new  Council  houses  erected  during  the  year  was  as 
follows  : — 


Bungalows 

Two  Bedroom 
Houses 

Three  Bedroom 
Houses 

Joys  Green 

2 

4 

2 

Broadwell 

10 

10 

6 

Total  . 

12 

14 

8 
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The  number  of  pre-war  Council  houses  modernised  was  46,  all  of 
which  were  at  Tufthorn  Avenue,  Coleford. 

In  respect  of  private  housing  activities,  the  Council  received  appli¬ 
cations  for  44  Discretionary  Grants,  51  Standard  Grants  and  24 
applications  for  loans  for  house  purchase  together  with  18  applications 
for  loans  for  house  improvements.  Of  all  these  they  gave  a  sum  of 
£38,968  as  grants  and  loaned  a  sum  of  £53,933  in  respect  of  house 
purchase  or  house  improvements. 

The  number  of  plans  approved  during  1970  for  the  erection  of  new 
private  dwelling  houses  was  121,  but  this  figure  included  72  dwellings 
in  two  separate  development  schemes,  not  ail  of  which  have  yet  been 
built.  The  number  of  private  houses  completed  and  occupied  during 
1970  was  61. 

In  addition  to  the  construction  of  new  dwellings,  the  Council  also 
approved  129  plans  for  the  improvement,  alteration  and/or  moderni¬ 
sation  of  dwelling  houses,  the  bulk  of  which  was  effectively  carried  out 
during  the  year. 

Practically  the  whole  of  the  site  preparation  for  the  Council’s  proposed 
grouped  accommodation  at  Sparrow  Hill  was  carried  out  during  the 
year,  and  at  the  close  of  1970  the  Council  were  proposing  to  advertise 
for  tenders  for  the  erection  of  this  accommodation  which  comprises 
10-one  bedroom  flats,  16-one  bedroom  bungalows,  one  Warden’s 
house  and  a  block  of  communal  hall,  laundry  room,  guest  room,  etc. 
All  the  accommodation  is  to  be  on  call  bell/audio  system. 

In  my  notes  for  1969  I  made  reference  to  the  need  to  commence  a 
three  year  scheme  of  demolition  and  replacement  of  the  existing  99 
aluminium  permanent  pre-fabricated  bungalows  at  Joys  Green,  Broad- 
well,  Bream  and  Yorkley.  Considerable  progress  has  now  been  made 
on  this  scheme  which  comprises  the  provision  of  33  replacement  light 
weight  dwellings  on  existing  bases  and  foundations,  80  traditional 
dwellings  on  new  foundations  and  50  other  traditional  dwellings  on 
new  sites.  Some  of  the  50  traditional  dwellings  on  other  sites  were 
necessary  to  rehouse  the  first  of  the  displaced  tenants  and  enabled  the 
demolition  scheme  to  commence.  The  remainder  of  the  50  traditionals, 
together  with  116  other  dwellings,  both  traditional  and  otherwise, 
forms  a  comprehensive  modernisation  of  the  existing  estates  layout 
which  will  also  include  the  provision  of  lock-up  garages,  groups  of  old 
people’s  accommodation,  etc. 

2.  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal 

Some  major  work  has  been  undertaken  during  1970  in  respect  of  the 
storm  water  culvert  at  Coleford,  and  this  entailed  the  laying  of  a  length 
of  relief  overflow  24  inches  diameter  culvert  in  Coleford  Town  centre  ; 
the  relaying  and  duplication  of  an  existing  culvert  in  Lords  Hill  and 
considerable  cleaning  out  and  renovation  on  the  various  other  culverts 
in  different  parts  of  the  Town. 

The  storm  overflow  on  the  Lydbrook  sewers  became  damaged  and 
defective  during  the  year,  causing  an  overflow  into,  and  contamination 
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of  the  brook  in  Lower  Lydbrook,  but  it  was  immediately  repaired  and 
has  given  no  further  trouble. 

The  Local  Investigation  into  the  proposal  to  lay  the  sewers  in 
English  Bicknor  was  held  during  the  year  and  the  Ministry  approval 
was  received  subject  to  planning  permission  being  forthcoming  for 
certain  housing  development  which  the  Council  wished  to  do  in  this 
Village.  At  the  close  of  the  year  the  planning  permission  had  not  yet 
been  obtained  and  the  matter  was  held  temporarily  in  abeyance. 

Both  Temco  Ltd.,  and  Reed  Corrugated  Cases  Ltd.,  asked  the 
Council  to  accept  trade  discharge  from  their  factory  premises  and  the 
Council  have  agreed  to  investigate  this  possibility  with  their  Consultant 
Engineers,  but  as  yet  no  positive  scheme  has  been  finalised. 

Following  recent  Government  recommendations  on  matters  of 
sewer  safety,  the  Council  arranged  for  the  Works  Foreman  to  receive 
training  in  safety  measures.  This  was  undertaken  by  him  in  April  and 
October  of  1970  and  subsequently  a  comprehensive  course  of  sewer 
safety  training  has  been  instigated  for  all  sewerage  employees. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  the  main  problem  of  1969  on  the  matter  of 
sewage  treatment  was  the  need  to  find  a  satisfactory  method  of  disposal 
of  dried  or  semi-dried  sewage  sludge  as  well  as  disposal  of  liquid  sludge 
by  tanker. 

I  regret  to  say  that  a  completely  satisfactory  solution  has  not  yet 
been  found,  but  in  an  endeavour  to  do  so  the  Council  have  leased  a  new 
sludge  disposal  quarry  at  Howlers  Hill,  Brcadwell,  and  are  arranging 
to  deposit  semi-dried  sludge  here.  The  sludge  is  to  be  surface  stored  for 
a  period  of  6  to  12  months  to  assist  in  further  weather  drying  before 
finally  dumping  into  the  deeper  parts  of  the  quarry.  In  the  meantime, 
comprehensive  investigations  were  undertaken  by  the  Planning  Depart¬ 
ment,  the  two  River  Authorities,  the  Council’s  Consultant  Engineers 
and  myself  in  an  endeavour  to  devise  a  better  solution.  The  Council 
have  now  decided,  as  a  matter  of  urgency,  that  some  sludge  dehydration 
equipment  at  the  Newland  Sewage  Disposal  Works  shall  be  provided 
as  quickly  as  possible. 

During  1970  there  were  36  new  connections  to  the  public  sewers  in 
which  28  were  in  the  central  area  and  8  in  the  northern  area. 

Sixteen  samples  of  effluent  were  taken  by  either  the  Wye  or  the 
Severn  River  Authorities  from  the  various  disposal  works  in  West 
Dean  Council’s  area  and  five  of  these  proved  to  be  unsatisfactory.  All 
five  were  at  the  smaller  disposal  works  in  the  Southern  Area  and  under 
lines  the  stress  I  laid  last  year  on  the  need  for  the  Southern  Area 
Sewerage  Scheme  to  be  commissioned. 
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HOUSING  PROGRESS 


Mr.  A.  C.  Luker,  the  Housing  Officer,  reports  as  follows  on  the 
number  of  houses  completed  : — 

Council  Houses 


Parish 

1970 

Pre-war 

Post-war 

including 

1970 

Total 

Coleford  . 

166 

281 

447 

English  Bicknor 

- — - 

8 

16 

24 

Staunton  . 

— _ 

— 

11 

11 

Newland 

Clearwell 

— 

10 

18 

28 

Redbrook 

— 

34 

— 

34 

Lydbrook 

Lydbrook  . 

— 

52 

38 

90 

Joys  Green 

8 

20 

147 

167 

West  Dean 

Berry  Hill  . 

— 

50 

82 

132 

Bream ... 

— 

80 

181 

261 

Broadwell 

26 

64 

110 

174 

Ellwood 

— 

6 

20 

26 

Milkwall 

_ 

6 

38 

44 

Parkend 

_ 

12 

53 

65 

Pillowell 

— 

12 

_ 

12 

Viney  Hill  . 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Whitecroft 

— 

30 

46 

76 

Yorkley  . 

— 

42 

91 

133 

Totals 

34 

92 

1,132 

1,724 

Of  the  thirty-four  dwellings  completed  and  occupied  during  1970, 
four  were  one  bedroom  type  bungalows  which  were  let  to  tenants  of 
pensionable  age. 

In  addition  to  the  number  of  dwellings  set  out  above,  the  Council 
own  six  other  units  of  accommodation,  all  of  which  are  occupied. 


Private  Houses 

Sixty-one  private  houses  were  completed  during  the  year,  making  a 
total  of  920  during  the  post-war  period. 


Applications  for  Council  Accommodation 

There  were  352  applicants  for  Council  houses,  96  of  whom  were 
pensioners  asking  for  the  tenancies  of  Old  Persons  Bungalows. 
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